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[City and Sounds in Kyoto] Thursday 14:55-16:25 and 16:40-18:10
Professor Miyako Inoue

[Professor Inoue teaches linguistic anthropology and the anthropology of Japan. She

also has a courtesy appointment with the Department of Linguistics.]
How does sound produce space? Drawing on works from multiple disciplines, including
urban anthropology, semiotics, art history, social studies of science and technology, media
studies, and musicology, this course explores the auditory dimensions of the City of Kyoto
and its culture. The goal is to consider the City of Kyoto as a listening experience and the
ways this experience conveys the physical sense of the City. How can sound represent a
particular place? How do people experience Kyoto through auditory channels, and how
does and did sound mediate and constitute Kyoto as cultural space? Students will conduct
a series of mini sound-ethnographic projects by digitally recording everyday sound in a
rage of sites in Kyoto.

[Contemporary Japanese Popular Culture] Tuesday 14:55-16:25 and 16:40-18:10
Professor Miyako Inoue

[Professor Inoue teaches linguistic anthropology and the anthropology of Japan. She

also has a courtesy appointment with the Department of Linguistics.]
This is a seminar focusing on a range of topics and issues concerning contemporary
Japanese popular culture. Students will be introduced to theories of popular culture in
general, and a variety of contemporary anthropological studies on Japanese popular
culture in particular. The main activity in this seminar is an individual or group research
project, in which students will have a hands-on experience of empirical research, from
finding a topic of his/her choice, formulating research questions, designing research,
gathering and analyzing data, and writing up a research paper.

[Religion and Japanese Culture] Monday 14:55-16:25 and Thursday 13:10-14:40
Professor Catherine Ludvik

[Professor Ludvik obtained a Ph.D. at the University of Toronto in the Centre for the

Study of Religion and teaches Japanese religion at Kyoto Sangyo University, KCJS

and the Associated Kyoto Program (AKP) at Doshisha University.]
Introduction to the importance of religion in Japanese culture covering the major traditions
of the country. Visits to relevant religious centers for observation of current religious
practices. Opportunities to participate where appropriate (e.g. meditation session). Topics
include: relation between religion and culture; description of ancient Japanese religion and
Shinto; outline of Buddhist schools of Heian Japan; introduction to Zen Buddhism as it



flourished in the Kamakura period; analysis of Confucianism, both as originally conceived
in ancient China and as transmitted to Japan in the Edo period in its Neo-Confucian form;
discussion of some characteristic modern practices.

[Postwar Japan in Film] Monday 16:40-18:10 and Tuesday 13:10-14:40
Professor Peter Duus

[William H. Bonsall Professor Emeritus of History and Fellow by courtesy at

Stanford's Hoover Institution. Professor Duus received his doctorate from Harvard

University in modern Japanese history and taught at Harvard, Washington University,

and the Claremont Graduate School before coming to Stanford to teach Japanese

and East Asian history in 1973.]
In 1945 Japan was an exhausted society, drained by a decade and half of war and
disheartened by defeat. Its cities lay in ruins, and its population teetered on the edge of
starvation. Yet twenty-odd years later it had emerged as the world's second largest
economy with a GNP that was surpassed only by that of the United States. From the
outside this transformation seemed to many an "economic miracle" that might well serve as
a model for other developing societies. The view from within was more complicated. To be
sure, the population was more affluent, and a new middle class had emerged, but some
thought change had come at a cultural and social cost. No cultural medium was more
sensitive to that cost than film, which enjoyed a "golden age" during the early postwar
decades. The course will examine how both feature and documentary films commented on,
and critiqued, the dramatic transformations the country was undergoing. It consider issues
such as the psychology of defeat, political corruption, the changing family, the rise of
consumerism, environmental pollution, the economic bubble, and the urban underworld.

[Political Economy of Japan] Wednesday 13:10-14:40 and 14:55-16:25
Professor Toshihiko Hayashi

[Professor of Economics at the University of the Air in Japan and Former Chairman

of the Board of the Stanford Japan Center.]
Institutions and processes in the political organization of economic activity in modern
Japan. The interaction of public and private sector institutions in the growth of Japan’s
postwar economy. The organization and workings of key economic ministries and agencies
of the government, private sector business groupings, government interaction, and public
policy making. The transformation of Japanese industrial policy from the rapid growth of
heavy and chemical industries to the promotion of high technology and communications
industries. The international, political, and economic ramifications of the structure and
importance of Japanese capitalism.



