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The First International Symposium on the Formulation
of the Cooperation Hub for Global Environmental
Studies in the Indochina Region and the Sixth Inter-
University Workshop on Education and Research
Collaboration in the Indochina Region
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The Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies (GSGES)
and Hue University co-hosted the First International Symposium
for the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) Core-
to-Core program on September 16 in Hoi An, Vietnam. Close
to 100 colleagues from a spectrum of environment-related
disciplines attended the event to discuss future research and
educational collaboration under this program.

GSGES initiated the JSPS Core-to-Core program from April
2013 to establish a cooperation hub for the study of global
environmental studies in the Indochina region. The program
promotes research collaboration and the establishment of an
information platform in cooperation with three universities in
Vietnam (Hanoi University of Science and Technology, Hue
University and Danang University of Technology), the Royal
University of Agriculture in Cambodia, Champasack University
in Laos and Khon Kaen University in Thailand.
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JSPS Core-to-Core Program

The First International Symposium on
Formulation af the Conperation Hub for Global Environmental
Suadics in Indoching Region

PR X — w2 3 Nk B

WIAERE L e B4 BD L VR D 7 MTiE, K%,
WRRFOHE, F4HE, KOKTa 77 Lh~DH
DEEH LA v Ryl B ARD KFRERE,
AARMGEBEBRE R E2ED, K100 408300 %
L7,

VRV AT, ETEEIOIMETH DA
K, 7T RFE2MRF LT, FEIEH R
ERERIE PR R, Le Van An 7 T EHRKFRIFTE X
DEGROBRENBZ b Lz, T0%., Bt
PHELIOVAT 7T A0EEWRHA, KOOI E
THIERBREE 24 « AN F LA TERBL &
BEWIRREDEI Zh, FHEKRFED DT 5%

Published by Sansai Gakurin, Kyoto University Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies

DB - EERAEEE IO W TORANTR 5
F L7,

PRI, T #EEs | T s ), T in Rk ).
[T ). T Lfisk ) ol - 77—~z 7 v—
TTF4AB v arEBIRV, Z2NEITHER
SLE SO Z DR B OV B E#R A b L
F L7, FD%, I A—TRKENMTbIL, B
FRERTOBRZHENBZ b E LIz, RA X —
RFIZEH 50 L EDINERH Y | A v R Hlgo
REEREIC T ABELOE SR ROIE LT,

AKFa 7T K%, BE1RIOREKS VRD T L
EEKLTEY, REEITN ) A BIRKY
SEREIXF T TR RS & O FE E LR E
O, BE O LB 72 Pk L T <
FET, SHOEEORENYEISNET,

International workshop focuses on traditional
architecture and community
Nguyen Ngoc Tung (Vice Dean, Faculty of
Architecture, Hue University of Sciences, Hue
University)

An international workshop, entitled Traditional
Architecture and Community, was held on September
19 at Hue City, Vietnam. It was the brainchild of
Associate Professor Hirohide Kobayashi from the
Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies
(GSGES), Associate Professor Miki Yoshizumi from
the Educational Unit for Studies on the Connectivity
of Hills, Humans and Oceans (CoHHO), Dr Tran
Dinh Hang from the Sub-Institute for Art and Cultural
Studies in Hue (VICAS) and Dr Nguyen Ngoc Tung
from Hue University of Sciences (HUS). The event was
organized by GSGES, CoHHO, VICAS and HUS under
the sponsorship of the Japan Society for the Promotion
of Science (JSPS) Core-to-Core program, Kyoto
University.

The workshop was designed to review achievements

Assoc. Prof. Hirohide Kobayashi presents a gift to VICAS
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SCIENTIFIC WORKSHOP
Traditional Architecture angss ommunity
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Participants at the international workshop on traditional architecture and communit

projects systematically. The workshop discussed
previous achievements made in the fields of traditional
architecture and community and proposed future
research. The organizers received 18 submitted papers,
from which five were chosen for presentation during the
workshop.

Forty experts and researchers participated in the
event. They actively discussed and provided useful
commentary on potential future research into traditional
architecture and community, especially in relation to
ethnic minorities in Vietnam.

Mr Nguyen Huu Thong, a former director of VICAS,
gave the keynote speech in which he explained the
values of the traditional community house and the role
it plays in many Vietnamese villages. Under the impact
of modernization, many new community houses have
been constructed. However, such modern buildings
cannot replace the traditional community house. The
traditional community house could be said to resemble
the villagers’ ancient matriarch — aged and weary but
respected by her children, whose hearts she warms
by her constant and reassuring presence. Mr Nguyen
Huu Thong showed how the function of the traditional
community house has changed over the years and
concluded his speech by pointing out the challenges
involved in conserving community houses for the
future.

In his presentation on traditional architecture,
Associate Professor Hirohide Kobayashi from Kyoto
University emphasized the role the human body
plays in the design and construction of the traditional
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community houses of the Katu people of central
Vietnam. Later, Mr Bao Dan from VICAS explained the
role the community house plays in the lives of today’s
villagers.

In the community-themed section of the workshop,
Associate Professor Miki Yoshizumi from Kyoto
University presented the achievements of the research
she has carried out in Vietnam. She explained how
communal activities and links have the power to create
sustainable community resilience in Hue, Vietnam.
In his presentation, Mr Le Anh Tuan from VICAS
cited some of the problems involved in developing the
communities of ethnic minorities in central Vietnam.

During the workshop, many experts and researchers
actively discussed and provided ideas for various
possible collaborative research projects in the future.
Most of them focused on the sustainable development
of communities, including aspects such as lifestyle,
culture, housing and livelihood. Others suggested
focusing research on locations affected by the relocation
of their populations as a result of hydroelectric-power
schemes, natural disasters and urbanization.

After the workshop, experts and researchers from
Kyoto University, VICAS and HUS held a closed
meeting in which they discussed future potential
collaborative research projects.

Workshop program
Opening
7.45am Participants’ welcome
8.15am Introduction (VICAS Hué)
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8.20am Opening speech by Dr Arch. Nguyen Ngoc Tung
8.25am Opening remark by Associate Professor Hirohide
Kobayashi

Presentations
8.30am Presentation 1 (keynote speech) by Dr Nguyen Huu
Thong: La Mot Thuc Thé Cé Hon Séng - Chir Khong Chi
La Xac Nha
8.50am Presentation 2 by Mr Bao Dan:
Ngéi Nha Cong Pdng Nhin Tir Phia Cong Ddng: Vai Trd
Cuia Guol Katu Trong B&i Canh Xa Hoi Hién Nay
9.10am Presentation 3 by Associate Professor Hirohide
Kobayashi:
Building Techniques for Designing and Constructing
Traditional Community Houses of Katu Ethnic Minorities
in Central Vietnam
Coffee break and exhibition of traditional garden houses
9.30am Discussion of traditional architecture led by Dr
Arch. Nguyen Ngoc Tung
10.00am Presentation 4 by Mr Le Anh Tuan:
Phat Trién Cong Pdng Ving Dan Toc Thiéu S6 O Mién
Nui Trung Bo: Nhitng Van Bé Dbi Dién
10.20am Presentation 5 by Associate Professor Miki
Yoshizumi:
Sustainable Community Resilience in Hue, Vietnam
10.40am Discussion of community led by Dr Tran Dinh
Hang
11.00am—-12.00pm Participants share and discuss their
ideas and opinions
Closing remark Dr Tran Dinh Hang
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Livelihood, Environment and Peace: Studying
in Vietnam
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Livelihood, Environment and Peace: Studying in
Vietnam is an international exchange course run jointly
by Hue University in central Vietnam and the Graduate
School of Global Environmental Studies (GSGES).
Over the past seven years, about 100 undergraduate
students from Kyoto University have visited Hue
University. This year, 12 undergraduate students visited
Vietnam from September 4 to 19. GSGES Associate
Professor Hitoshi Shinjo and Assistant Professor
Hidenori Harada ran the trip, with great cooperation
from Associate Professor Kei Mizuno.

The exchange trip began with a visit to the
Reunification Palace and the War Remnants Museum
in Ho Chi Minh City so the undergraduates could study
the history of the Vietnam war. In Hue City, the visitors
from Kyoto were pleased to be reunited with the Hue
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Students visit the cemetery for Vietnam war wct/ms

University students who visited Japan this summer as
part of this international exchange course. Together,
the two sets of participants visited the local countryside
to gain an insight into the livelihoods of people from
ethnic minorities in rural areas. The Japanese exchange
students gave a presentation to more than 30 students
and teachers from Hue University and also had the
opportunity to attend a GSGES workshop in the town
of Hoi An that discussed forming a cooperation hub for
global environmental studies in Indochina. In Hanoi,
the Kyoto students visited the Ethnology Museum
with students from Hanoi University of Science and
Technology.

The exchange trip enabled the participants to
experience aspects of the “real” Vietnam that would
not be possible on an ordinary sightseeing visit, giving
them much scope for reflection. The author would like
to thank all the partners in Vietnam, especially the
members of Hue University of Agriculture and Forestry,
for their help in making the exchange program such a
success.
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JASSO short stay exchange student final
presentations
Gaku Masuda (Researcher, GSGES)

Six students from Vietnam and Indonesia gave their
final presentations on September 8 after a six-month
study program at Kyoto University funded by the Japan
Student Services Organization (JASSO). The topics
covered were: ‘learn and practice specific techniques
in water management’; ‘farmer institution and
cooperation support for sustainable rice agriculture’;
‘impact of climate change and landscape alteration in
avian migration’; ‘city agriculture in Kyoto compared
with city agriculture in Jakarta’; ‘research on Japanese

Published by Sansai Gakurin, Kyoto University Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies

20 December 2013

organic farming as a model for Vietnamese alternative
agriculture’ and ‘landscape agriculture characteristics of
satoyama’. Each student received credits for the classes
to which they had subscribed and after the presentations
the participants celebrated with a program-completion
ceremony and a party.
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Kyoto University holds Junior Campus
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The Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies
(GSGES) took part in Kyoto University’s Junior
Campus 2013 on September 15. Two lecture and
discussion classes on global environmental issues were
held for 30 junior-high-school students. International
students from GSGES led each class, working in two
groups. Here, members of the four groups share their
experiences of welcoming the high-school students to
their classroom.
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Group 1: Adil Mikrigul, Binaya Pasakhala, Glenn
Fernandez and Angelica Naka

Our presentation focused on water-related
environmental problems in China, the Philippines,
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Nepal and Peru. We created a short story about our
beautiful planet to explain how industrial activities and
modern lifestyles are causing environmental problems.
We introduced the environmental issues each of us is
studying at Kyoto University and explained the efforts
we are making to tackle them. The junior-high-school
students participated actively and responded to the
quizzes at the end of presentation. During the discussion
session, we talked with the children about environmental
issues, while they shared their experiences and came
up with ideas to address problems. The Junior Campus
offered us a rare opportunity to interact with children,
explain our research to them in simple language and tell
them about our home countries. Judging by their smiles
at the end of the day, the pupils enjoyed sharing their
ideas and learning about our work.

Group 2: Stephane Olivier Randriamanantosa,
Rajarshi DasGupta, Sandra Carrasco and Farah
Mulyasari

Why do natural disasters happen? Can they be
prevented? What can be done to help? Our group
introduced different types of disaster from around the
world, such as cyclones in Madagascar, floods and
typhoons in India, earthquakes in Peru and volcanic
eruptions in Indonesia. Disasters are often categorized
in numbers, such as the number of casualties, injuries
and asset losses in economic terms. However,
disasters make many different impacts: they affect the
environment, physical structures and buildings, people
and livelihoods. Our group introduced the disaster-
management cycle (disaster preparedness, emergency
response and recovery) approach to dealing with
disasters and showcased examples and lessons learned
from the countries mentioned above. The junior-high-
school students were enthusiastic and carried out
lively discussions. The children’s reflections on their
experiences of disasters in Japan were particularly
useful to our group members, creating an ‘exchange of
lessons learned’ platform.
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Group 3: Pattarawan Chularueangaksorn, Emmy
Yi-chun Chen, Xie Yun and Dinh Quang Hung

Our topic — surface water pollution in Asian cities —
introduced the children to a subject pertinent to our
home countries. We showed the pupils some photos
of ‘colorful’ surface water that had been polluted by
untreated domestic or industrial waste. We hoped to
show the Japanese students how lucky they were to
be surrounded by clean, clear water and to show them
the importance of protecting surface water. At first, we
were worried about communicating with shy Japanese
students but most were quite active and willing to share
their humorous ideas. What impressed us most was that
they showed great interest in our cultures and customs —
and some of them said they would like to study abroad
in the future.

Group 4: Tong Thi My Thi, Mariia Andriishina,
Wang Giayin and Nitin Srivastava

The environment is a critical issue that needs to be
tackled by all stakeholders with equal zeal. Our group
highlighted this by focusing on the involvement of non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) in four countries —
Vietnam, Ukraine, China and India. The Vietnam case
study showed how NGOs can work with schools to
dispense disaster education and the Ukraine example
revealed the role NGOs played in the aftermath of the
1986 Chernobyl disaster. The Indian case study centered
on the active role NGOs play in rejuvenating mangroves
in Mumbai, while the China example showed how
the private sector is working with NGOs on various
disaster-related issues. The junior-high-school students
took a keen interest in the issues raised and participated
fully in the discussion part of the class. By giving them
some background information about the countries being
discussed, we helped the children to understand the
context and cultures of our home nations. Overall, it
was an effective two-way learning process.
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Kyodai festival success
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Kyodai Festival 2013, which presented talks by a
variety of people active in the front line of business and
education, was organized on 26 October. Close to 550
students, alumni and citizens participated in the event.
It included a special outreach seminar organized by
the Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies,
which was organized by the admissions committee
to promote awareness of the school’s education and
research efforts.
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Internship and field survey report on issues
affecting a slum in Bangladesh
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I stayed six months in Khulna, Bangladesh, as a
member of NPO Japan Association of Drainage and
Environment (JADE) Bangladesh, and took part in
activities to improve water and sanitation in a slum area.
In addition, I researched the bacterial contamination of
water, hands and dishes for my paper, which will reveal
the levels of exposure to bacteria experienced by those
living in a slum area.
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Internship and field survey report on the Aluoi
district, Vietham
BERT WKREFE BRERERRERER BL
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I conducted internships and field surveys from August
to November 2012 and from September to November
2013. The internship was hosted by Hue University of
Agriculture and Forestry and the research field was a
village in the Huonglam commune, Aluoi district, Thua
Thien Hue province of central Vietnam. My research
on local people's livelihoods and the situation of inland
water aquaculture was carried out using questionnaires
and through conversations with villagers and
participatory observation in Vietnamese and English.
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Connectivity of Hills, Humans and Oceans
(CoHHO) educational program: internship field
report
Stephane Olivier Randrimanantso (it 3% 38 15 %
BETHREVF REBERFZRBE TOUSL A
EARERE)

Internship institution: Institute for the Conservation of
Tropical Forest, Valbio Research Station, Ranomafana,
Madagascar

Since October 1, I have been involved in a project to
conserve the rainforest of the Ranomafana national
park, which is being degraded by the indigenous
people’s practice of shifting cultivation. Ranomafana
is one of the places where Madagascar’s endemic
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Gathering phenology data in the national park

animals and plants are still protected. The project aims
to increase the size of the forest, which will extend
the living territory of the native lemurs, birds, insects,
reptiles and amphibians. Our different tasks include
collecting the seeds of indigenous species inside the
parks, collecting seedlings from some secondary forest
fragments and taking care of the young plants in the
plant nursery yards.

We measure constantly the height and diameter at
breast height (DBH) of the young plants to gather data
on their growth rates in three plant nursery yards and,
for transplanted plants, in the fields. Also, by taking
measurements at different elevations, we collect data
from the same species to work out the best sites for
transplantation.

We collect phenology data of indigenous trees
within the national park to conserve tree species and
to discover the interaction between the endemic plant
species and the native animals. Accordingly, we gather
data such as the height, canopy height, DBH,canopy
diameter and other relevant information.

One of the institute’s most important activities is
negotiating with local villagers to provide lands for
reforestation and to involve them in the management
of the areas. The Valbio Research Station staff meet the
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local villagers and they work together to remove weeds,
transplant young plants, monitor the vegetation and
carry out other work relating to the management of the
areas.

I am reaping the intellectual and practical benefits of
this internship as I become increasingly familiar with
some of the conservation plans implemented by the
research station. Furthermore, the internship has made
me understand the urgent need to protect indigenous
plants threatened by invasive species such as the pine
trees, eucalyptus, Chinese guava, Chinese bamboo
and many other introduced species. The downfall of
indigenous plant species is one of the major causes
of endemic animal regression. I have also had the
opportunity to get acquainted with various plants and
their functions in Ranomafana. Collecting seeds and
gathering phenology data have enabled me to identify
the species in their natural condition and I am also
learning the techniques involved in transplanting
seedlings and young trees.

The internship program has not only given me
practical experience, gained through our interesting
daily activities, but, most importantly, it is helping me
to understand what is really going on in the area and
to increase my knowledge through various research
techniques. I’'m two months into my internship and it’s
exciting to know there is plenty more to experience and
learn.
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Three universities' joint symposium in Hanoi

On December 21, three national Japanese universities
will hold a joint symposium at the Sheraton Hotel,
Hanoi. Kobe University, Osaka University and
Kyoto University will be joined at the event by three
other universities: Hanoi University of Science and
Technology, Vietnam National University (Hanoi) and
the Foreign Trade University.
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GSGES JSPS Core-to-Core program: Study
tour to central Vietham

The Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies
(GSGEYS) is organizing a Vietnamese study tour through
its Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS)
funded Core-to-Core program for the purpose of
exchanging research and training young researchers.
The trip will run from Saturday 9 to Sunday 15 March
2014 and will include visits to Danang, Hue, Hoi An
and My Son in central Vietnam. Participants will see
how rural areas are rapidly becoming urbanized and
will witness rural people making their living from
agriculture and fishing. The researchers will also visit
a number of World Cultural Heritage sites. See www.
ges.kyoto-u.ac.jp/JSPS/ for more details and email ges-
jsps@ges.kyoto-u.ac.jp if you are interested in taking
part.
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We are now accepting submissions for Sansai Newsletter No. 7.
To contribute, please email ges-sansai@ges.kyoto-u.ac.jp
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