Vietnam’s Can Tho University hosts second
International Symposium on environmental studies
cooperation hub initiative (September 27 2014)

By Kenichirou Onitsuka, assistant professor, GSGES

Collaboration between Kyoto University’s Graduate School of
Global Environmental Studies (GSGES), Can Tho University
and Hanoi University of Science and Technology resulted in
the Second International Symposium on the Formulation of
the Cooperation Hub for Global Environmental Studies in the
Indochina Region, hosted by Can Tho University, Vietnam, on
September 27.

The symposium was organized as part of a three-year
GSGES initiative, which was launched in 2013 to establish a
framework for international interdisciplinary cooperation in
research and education in mainland south-east Asia, a region
undergoing rapid transformation.

As part of the project, operated as a core-to-core program
supported by the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science
(JSPS), GSGES is coordinating with six regional partners
to form an extensive network designed to share information
on education, research and practice, facilitate international
interdisciplinary exchanges and foster collaborative research.
The participating institutions are GSGES’s three closest
Vietnam-based partners — Hanoi University of Science and
Technology, Hue University and Danang University of
Technology — each of which acts as a regional hub for global
environmental studies, as well as other partner universities
Khon Kaen University in Thailand, Champasak University in
Laos and the Royal University of Agriculture in Cambodia.

Discussions at the poster presentations
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Participants at the symposium at Can Tho University, Vietnam

Close to 90 people attended the symposium, including
representatives of universities in Vietnam and other ASEAN
countries with an interest in the cooperation hub initiative,
Japanese universities and corporations, the Japan International
Cooperation Agency’s Vietnam office, JSPS’s Bangkok office
plus faculty members and students of Kyoto University and
other participating institutions.

Representatives of the three organizing institutions gave
welcome addresses. The speakers were Professor Shigeo
Fujii, dean of GSGES, Associate Professor Ha Thanh Toan,
rector of Can Tho University and Associate Professor
Huynh Trung Hai, dean of the School of Environmental
Science and Technology, Hanoi University of Science and
Technology. Presentations on the status of the regional hub
project, international collaboration in education, research
and implementation and the current situation at participating
universities, along with introductory sessions on corporate
initiatives and research activities, prompted lively discussion
among the participants.
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GSGES team visits Bangkok for JSPS meeting,
Indochina Workshop and ASEAN center opening
ceremony (June 27-28 2014)

By Kenichirou Onitsuka, assistant professor, GSGES

Faculty and staff from GSGES — Dean Shigeo Fujii; Professor
Yoshizumi Kajii; Associate Professor Kei Mizuno; Assistant
Professor Kenichirou Onitsuka; Ms Yasuko Hirose and Ms Naoko
Terukawa — visited the Bangkok office of the Japan Society for
the Promotion of Science (JSPS) on the moring of June 27. They
discussed JSPS projects, international student recruitment and
other educational issues with Mr Kuniaki Yamashita, the director
of the office, Mr Daisuke Yamada, the deputy director, and Mr Go
‘Yamamoto, the director of the Japan Student Services Organization’s
Thailand office.

In the afternoon, the Eighth Inter-University Workshop on
Research and Educational Collaboration in Indochina was held at
the Grand Millennium Sukhumvit Bangkok hotel. This event was
part of a pre-symposium to mark the opening of Kyoto University’s
ASEAN Center for Global Environmental Studies, an initiative
organized as part of the JSPS core-to-core program.

Many important scholars, including university presidents,
joined the GSGES team and JSPS members at the workshop.
The participants came from Thailand (Mahidol University; King
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Mongkut’s Institute of Technology Thonburi and King Mongkut’s
University of Technology Ladkrabang), Vietnam (Hanoi University
of Science and Technology; Hue University; Hue University of
Agriculture and Forestry; Danang University; Danang University of
Technology), Cambodia (Royal University of Agriculture) and Laos
(Champasak University). After the participants’ short introductions,
Dean Fujii introduced the international activities of GSGES. This
speech was followed by presentations on the ASEAN universities’
activities in relation to global environmental issues and collaboration
in international education. The active discussions in the workshop
are likely to develop into practical educational collaborations in the
near future.

The next day, the hotel hosted the Kyoto University ASEAN
Center Opening Ceremony and Commemorative Symposium. It
was attended by approximately 200 participants from the ASEAN
countries, including Emeritus Professor Hiroshi Matsumoto, the then
president of Kyoto University. The ceremony included a speech by
Dean Fujii, in which he introduced GSGES’s international research
and education activities.
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Third Global Environmental Studies Konwakai
considers tsunamis and waste (July 18 2014)
By Tomohiro Numata, assistant professor, GSGES

On July 18, two young professors led the proceedings at the third
Global Environmental Studies Konwakai for the current academic
year. The first to present was Assistant Professor Yoshihiro
Okumura, who discussed the current trend in tsunami-resistant mega
infrastructures. Assistant Professor Atsushi Takai spoke next on the
subject of sustainable waste geotechnics. The presentations were
then discussed by 15 participants from GSGES, who considered
both topics from the perspectives of their various fields.
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Hannari Kyoto Shimadai-juku looks at seas and
mountains (July 26 2014)
By Akira Yoshino, associate professor, GSGES

The 30th Hannari Kyoto Shimadai-juku — entitled ‘Life with Seas

and Mountains’ — was held on July 26 at Shimadai, Kyoto. Professor
Yoh Yamashita (GSGES, Kyoto University) spoke on the ecology
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of Japanese sea bass and Ms Etsuko Katori, a resident of the rural
village of Miyama in northern Kyoto prefecture, spoke about life in
the mountains.
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Environmental and Sanitary Engineering symposium
enlightens participants (July 31-August 1 2014)
By Hidenori Harada, assistant professor, GSGES

The 36th Symposium of the Association of Environmental and

Sanitary Engineering was co-organized by GSGES and held at
the Kyoto University Clock Tower Centennial Hall on July 31 and
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August 1. It attracted 137 participants, comprising researchers,
practitioners and students in the field of environmental and sanitary
engineering.

The symposium involved a special session on the epidemiology
of PM2.5 particles (tiny airborne pollutants that cause respiratory
problems when inhaled), a project session on the Water Cycle Act,
an international session on microbial fuel cells and 24 presentations
in general sessions on water supply, water treatment, water
environment, solid wastes and the global environment/environmental
risks. There was also a poster session comprising 11 presentations.
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Kamiseya village field trip focuses on environmental
management (August 2-7 2014)
By Masako Dannoura, assistant professor, GSGES

The August 2-7 field study trip was organized as a seminar in
environmental management. The seminar brought together 38
students, 13 professors and 15 senior students acting as teaching
assistants in the peaceful village of Kamiseya, close to Miyazu city
on the Tango peninsula. The participants learned from nature by
studying river, marine and coastal environments, village life, forests
and the soil. The participants enjoyed their stay in the village — it
gave them the opportunity to make new discoveries and, during their
discussions, gain fresh insight from the perspectives of students,

professors and villagers.
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Kyoto students experience the ‘real’ Vietham on
exchange trip (September 3-18 2014)
By Hidenori Harada, assistant professor, GSGES

Livelihood, Environment and Peace: Studying in Vietnam is an
international exchange course run jointly by Hue University, Central
Vietnam, and the Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies
(GSGES). About 110 Kyoto University undergraduates have visited
Hue University through the program over the past eight years. This
year, 12 undergraduates and two faculty members visited Vietnam
from September 3 to 18.

The visit began with a trip to the Reunification Palace and the War
Remnants Museum in Ho Chi Minh City to study the history of the
Vietnam war. The students then travelled to Hue, Vietnam’s former
capital and the main base for GSGES activities in Central Vietnam,
where they were welcomed by Hue University students and attended
a student exchange meeting and welcome party.

In addition to their Hue activities, the Kyoto students and their
hosts journeyed to the border with Laos and visited a number of rural
areas to witness how recent environmental changes are affecting the
lives of people from ethnic minorities. They also stopped at Danang,
the largest city in Central Vietnam, and Hoian, where Japanese
traders used to live.

The Kyoto and Hue students then gave a joint presentation on
their experiences and were able to discuss their thoughts with more
than 30 Hue University students and teachers.

The final stop on the tour was Hanoi, Vietnam’s capital.
Accompanied by students from Hanoi University of Science and
Technology, the participants visited important historic and cultural
sites, such as the Vietnam Museum of Ethnology and the Ancient
Imperial Citadel of Thang Long.

The exchange trip enabled the participants to deepen their
friendships with their fellow students and gave the Kyoto students a

Published by Sansai Gakurin, Kyoto University Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies

1 December 2014

Visiting a coffee farm in
Khe Sanh

— b K . s
Visiting a traditional community house in Hong Ha

unique opportunity to experience the ‘real’ Vietnam in a way that
would not be possible on an ordinary sightseeing tour.
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Kyoto hosts first DIPCON Asian Regional
Conference (September 3-4 2014)

By Shigeo Fuijii, professor and dean, GSGES

DIPCON, which stands for Diffuse Pollution Conference, is an
official international conference organized by the International
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Water Association (IWA) Diffuse Pollution Specialist Group. Its first
regional event, DIPCON/ARC (Asian Regional Conference), was
held at Research Building No.3 at Kyoto University on September 3
and 4.

DIPCON/ARC was organized by the IWA and the Japan
Society of Water Environment (JSWE) in conjunction with Kyoto
University’s Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies,
Graduate School of Engineering and the CoHHO Unit. The
conference, which attracted 78 participants from 11 countries, is
designed to share information on diffuse pollution and form human
networks in Asia.

The symposium began with a welcome address by Professor
Shigeo Fujii, dean of GSGES. This was followed by an opening
speech by Professor Sung-Ryong Ha, chair of the Diffuse Pollution
Specialist Group. Forty-one hybrid presentations, combining a short
oral presentation with a poster display, were given in four sessions.
Together, these delivered the latest research on the contamination of
agricultural and urban water, air and soil resulting from disseminated
or non-point sources, and the sessions activated a great deal of
discussion.

In a special final scientific session, five specialists on non-point
source pollution from Japan, Korea, China, Taiwan, Vietnam and
Laos reported on the current state of diffuse pollution and how it is
being managed in their countries and then discussed solutions for
diffuse pollution problems.

On the second day, the participants went on a study tour of the
Amagase Dam, Aqua Biwa museum, the erosion control works at
Oranda Dam and Lake Biwa. On this trip, they learned about the
geographic and socio-economic characteristics of the Lake Biwa-
Yodo river basin and saw the latest in Japanese water management
best practice. At the end of the conference, the participants arranged
to meet again at the second DIPCON/ARC, which will be held in
Korea in 2016.
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Participants at the morning A poster promts active
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Study tour of the Amagase Dam, which controls flooding,
supplies water and generates hydro-electric power in the
Yodo river basin

Engineering conference focuses on environmental
conservation (September 4-5 2014)
By Shigeo Fuijii, professor and dean, GSGES

The 14th Environmental Conservation Engineering Conference was
held at Research Buildings No.3 and No.4 at Kyoto University on
September 4 and 5. It was organized by the Society of Environmental
Conservation Engineering, the Graduate School of Engineering, the
Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies (GSGES) and the
Connectivity of Hills, Humans and Oceans (CoHHO) Educational
Unit. The number of participants was 110.

On day one, the participants went on a study tour of the Amagase
Dam, Aqua Biwa museum, the erosion control works at Oranda
Dam and Lake Biwa.

On day two, there were 47 oral presentations on the water
environment, water treatment, solid waste, the global environment,
energy, environmental economics and environmental policy,
hazardous micro pollutants, soil and ground water. Thirteen hybrid
presentations combining oral and poster presentations were also
given. Professor Shinichi Fujita gave a special presentation on the
past 30 years and future of trans-boundary pollution in east Asia.
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Six-month special auditing students give final
presentations (September 11 and 19 2014)
By Gaku Masuda, researcher, GSGES

Four students from Cambodia, Vietnam (Hanoi University of
Science and Technology) and Indonesia (Bandung Institute of
Technology and Bogor Agricultural University) have been studying
at GSGES as part of a research program to promote the study of a
sustainable humanosphere in south-east Asia.

On September 11 and 19, they gave final presentations detailing
their academic achievements during their six-month stay in Kyoto.
The presentations, which were held in a GSGES meeting room
on the Yoshida main campus, covered four topics. These were:
‘Malnutrition threatens the city’, ‘Restoration of the heath forest
disturbed by tin mining on Belitung Island’, ‘Natural disaster risk
management for the floating community on Tonle Sap Lake’ and
‘Applying the genetic algorithm in the forecast of air quality’.

The presentations were followed by a farewell ceremony and
lunch, where the students chatted with regular students and members
of staff.

[
Special auditing students holding cetrtificates from the
dean
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Special auditing students join the Saijo city field trip
(September 19-21 2014)
By Gaku Masuda, researcher, GSGES

On September 19, three special auditing students, along with
Associate Professor Kei Mizuno and researcher Gaku Masuda, left
Kyoto to embark on a three-day field trip to the town of Saijo in
Ehime prefecture.

After a silky smooth journey across the Setouchi sea, we began by
visiting a mysterious fresh-water spring in the middle of the sea. We
then travelled to a campsite where we joined the teams from Ehime
University and the Research Institute for Humanity and Nature.

On our trip, we met some local people, who taught us a lot
about the interrelationship between recent development and natural
disasters. For example, deforestation has caused landslides in the
mountainous areas. By talking to local people and the specialists
on the trip, we gained a good understanding of the character of this

landscape.

GSGES raises eco awareness during Kyoto
University Junior Campus (September 21 2014)

By Michiko Hasegawa, researcher, CoHHO Educational
Unit

The Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies (GSGES)
took part in Kyoto University’s Junior Campus 2014 on September
21. Two lecture and discussion classes on global environmental
issues were held for 30 junior high-school pupils. International
students from GSGES led each class, working in two groups. Below,
members of the four groups share their experiences of welcoming
the high-school pupils to their classroom.
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Group 1: Sunghyun Moon, Guan Jiajian, Tran Thuong Tho,
Dinita Setyawati

The topic of our presentation was climate change and how Japan is
tackling this issue through JICA (Japan International Cooperation
Agency) projects in developing countries. We started by introducing
ourselves and our native countries. Then, we talked about the various
effects of climate change on the world, such as rising sea levels,
melting ice, rising temperatures and coastal flooding. We introduced
two ways to deal with climate change: mitigation and adaptation.
The international cooperation projects introduced by JICA have
programs in both mitigation and adaptation. Since our research fields
are within the environmental scope, we also discussed our research
topics, including the integration of climate change into land use
planning policy in Vietnam. The junior high-school pupils responded
to our presentation with enthusiasm and quickly answered our quiz
questions about JICA. In the post-presentation group discussion,
the pupils understood the importance of saving energy. Many talked
about the ways they save energy in their daily lives, such as by
walking instead of using public transport and using blankets during
winter to keep warm. After the discussion, the pupils said they
wanted to do more to save the environment because they recognized
its importance.

International student from GSGES enjoying group
discussions with junior high-school pupils
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Group 2: Lin Yuting, Dalton Erick Suyosa Baltazar, Ranit
Chatterjee, Ménica Paola Parada Lizano

We presented on managing water in urban centers in developing
countries. The rapid urbanization in many developing countries
means city center populations are rising dramatically. However,
these cities often have very poor infrastructures. Rapid urbanization
can cause sanitation problems and other disasters such as flooding,
landslides and water contamination. In our presentation, we cited
a case study in El Salvador, which is Paola Parada’s homeland.
Community participation in El Salvador plays an important role
in water management, while improving sanitation and increasing
environmental education. The group discussion enabled us to
focus on education and prevention, which are an essential part of
environmental studies. It was also an opportunity for us to talk
to the teenagers about our countries and for them to deepen our
understanding of Japanese culture.

Group 3: Sandra Milena Carrasco Mansilla , Xie Yun, Du Fei
What are the consequences of rapid and poorly planned urban
development? In our presentation, we introduced some key issues
that affect our lives and are clearly visible around us in the natural
and built environment. We discussed how precious water is. We take
clean drinking water on tap for granted in Japan but to achieve this
requires a complicated treatment process that is not available in many
developing countries. We talked about how it is important to keep
our water sources, such as Biwa Lake (the largest in Japan), clean
and what can be the risks if we allow them to become contaminated.
This problem was illustrated by Lake Titicaca in the Andes, where
inter-governmental management ensures the appropriate use of
water resources and maintenance of a clean environment. We also
explained how the urban environment becomes vulnerable when
there is no clear regulation and planning of development. We
pointed to ancient principles that can be applied to help tackle future
challenges. The junior high-school pupils were very curious about
what is happening in different countries. They were interested in
how Osaka benefits from the huge efforts of Shiga prefecture to keep
Biwa Lake clean so it can provide high-quality drinking water. This
was a good local example of impressive water management.

Group 4: Samuel Morgan Barthoux, Li Huting , Tran Nam Ha
Green architecture is an important subject in the field of
environmental issues but it is difficult to define objectively. We chose
to present two opposite visions. The first looked at hi-tech buildings,
mainly towers in big cities, which can claim to be ‘green’ because
of their integrated technology (such as solar panels) and clever
materials. The second looked at small-scale traditional buildings,
erected using local resources and usually found in the countryside.
Both can be described as ‘green architecture’ even though they are
poles apart. The move towards building ‘green’ architecture is now a
global trend although each country has its own rules and regulations
governing its implementation.
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Global Environmental Forum promotes an
alternative way of life (October 18 2014)
By Shuichiro Shiotsuka, associate professor, GSGES

The 20th Kyoto University Global Environmental Forum, ‘Searching
for an alternative way of life from an environmental perspective’,
was held on October 18 at International Exchange Hall III, Clock
Tower Centennial Hall. The three speakers were Associate Professor
Naoki Okada (GSGES, Kyoto University), Dr Mitsuru Tada (chief
researcher at the National Institute for Environmental Studies) and
Associate Professor Tatsushi Fujihara (Institute for Research in
Humanities, Kyoto University). Together, they proposed alternative
lifestyles and global schemes designed to benefit the planet.
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GSGES and University of Leicester’s Geography
Department forge collaborative links (October 20
2014)

By Narumasa Tsutsumida, assistant professor, GSGES

Professor Shigeo Fujii, dean of the Graduate School of Global
Environmental Studies (GSGES), visited the Department of
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Geography at the University of Leicester (UoL), UK, to sign a
memorandum of understanding between the two institutions and to
accelerate academic collaboration.

The signing ceremony took place on October 20 at the Fielding
Johnson building on UoL’s main campus. In attendance were
Professor Fujii, Dr Narumasa Tsutsumida (assistant professor,
GSGES, and honorary visiting fellow, UoL), Mr Dave Hall
(head of UoL’s professional services), Professor Susan Page
(dean of the Department of Geography, UoL), Professor Alexis J.
Comber (Department of Geography, UoL) and Dr Michael Green
(international office, UoL).

UoL, located in the English Midlands, was founded in 1921 and
is one of the leading universities in the UK, with 32 departments
covering a wide range of academic fields. The Department of
Geography, in particular, is top ranking and world renowned in the
field of geographical information science as well as human and
physical geography.

The signing of the department-level memorandum for academic
cooperation is expected to advance collaboration between the two
institutions significantly, accelerating existing and new joint research
projects.

Dr Tutsumida has been conducting research at the Department
of Geography, UoL, as an honorary visiting fellow since June
2014. He is funded by the Japan Society for the Promotion of
Science s Strategic Young Researcher Overseas Visits Program for
Accelerating Brain Circulation.
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Signing the memorandum

Professors Fujii and
Page shake hands
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GSGES and Chinese Institute for Disaster
Management and Reconstruction sign memorandum
(October 22 2014)

By Kenji Okazaki, professor, GSGES

Professor Gu Linsheng, executive dean of the Institute for Disaster
Management and Reconstruction (IDMR), Sichuan University
— Hong Kong Polytechnic University, China, and Professor K.
Okazaki, GSGES (on behalf of the dean), signed an memorandum
of understanding for academic cooperation and exchange on October
22 at the institute.

IDMR was established jointly by Sichuan University and Hong
Kong Polytechnic University in response to the 2008 Sichuan
earthquake. It aims to enhance capacity and improve services in
disaster risk management. As part of the academic activities, a
GSGES student travelled to IDMR on an internship program and
Professor Okazaki delivered a special lecture to the students of the
institute.
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Kyoto academics welcome team from Mahidol
University (October 22 2014)

By Karnwadee Wilaingam, PhD student, GSGES, and
Shuhei Tanaka, associate professor, GSGES

A meeting with representatives of Mahidol University was held
at Kyoto University on October 22. The Mahidol team comprised
Professor Worawit Israngku (dean of the Faculty of Engineering), Dr
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Songpol Ongwattanakul (associate dean for academic technology),
Professor Gunn Kanathantip, (associate dean for treasury and
academic services), Dr Borwornluk Oonkhanond (head of the

Chemical Engineering Department), Dr Somchai Pathomsiri (head
of the Civil Engineering Department) and Dr Supphachan Rajsiri
(head of the Industrial Engineering Department).

The purpose of the meeting was to discuss comprehensive
education collaboration and educational exchanges between Kyoto
University and Mahidol University.

In the morning, Professor Junichi Mori (vice-president for
international relations) greeted the delegation from Mahidol with
a welcome speech and an introduction to Kyoto University in the
reception room at the Clock Tower Centennial Hall. The team
then visited the Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies
(GSGES). Professor Shozo Shibata introduced a collaborative
education project between GSGES and Kyoto University. Associate
Professor Shuhei Tanaka presented on Kyoto University’s
history with Mahidol University, then Associate Professor
Hirohide Kobayashi talked about an project proposal to cultivate
environmental and social innovators in cooperation with the overseas
satellites of ASEAN universities.

We had a faculty meeting over lunch to discuss possible research
and education collaboration in the near future. In the afternoon,
Professor Yuzuru Matsuoka, Professor Hiroyasu Otsu, Professor
Sadahiko Itoh, Associate Professor Fumitake Nishimura plus the
other staff and delegates from Mahidol University gathered at the
Katsura campus of Kyoto University. Professor Itoh presented an
overview of the educational programs at the Graduate School of
Engineering and two of the representatives of Mahidol University
introduced the Faculty of Engineering. Previous research and
education collaborations with Mahidol University were also
discussed. After that, the Mahidol University delegates visited
various laboratories.
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GSGES brings young researchers together at
Belgium symposium for Future Earth project
(October 23-24 2014)

By Kazuyuki Oshita, associate professor, GSGES

An international symposium, entitled: ‘Strengthening the
international network hub for the Future Earth’, was held on October
23 and 24 at Arenberg Castle in Katholicke Universiteit, Belgium.

The event was funded by the Japan Society for the Promotion
of Science on the basis of its relevance to the society’s Strategic
Young Researcher Overseas Visits Program for Accelerating Brain
Circulation. It provided an important opportunity for researchers
from different countries to get together for the first time.

In the symposium, participants gave presentations relating to
international collaborative studies and discussed how to strengthen
and enhance the international research network between Japan and
other developed countries.
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UNESCO side event brings together education for
sustainable development and disaster risk reduction
(November 10 2014)

By Rajib Shaw, professor, GSGES, and Koichi Shiwaku,
researcher, GSGES

Kyoto University, Miyagi University of Education, the Asia-Pacific
Cultural Centre for UNESCO, the Environment Preservation Center
of Kanazawa University and SEEDS Asia came together to organize
an event in Nagoya earlier this month.

Education for Sustainable Development and Disaster Risk
Reduction was the side event to the UNESCO World Conference
on Education for Sustainable Development: Learning Today for a
Sustainable Future, which was held on November 10.
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The event involved presentations from government officials,
practitioners and researchers who are working to make links between
education for sustainable development (ESD) and disaster education.
These presentations were based on the published book Education
for Sustainable Development and Disaster Risk Reduction (eds.
Shaw R. and Oikawa Y., 2014, Springer). The talks prompted active
discussions among the 48 participants, who addressed significant
issues for the Global Action Programme on ESD.
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Dispatches from researchers on the JSPS Future
Earth program (1): Leicester life
By Narumasa Tsutsumida, assistant professor, GSGES

Five months have passed since I arrived in Leicester, UK, as an
honorary visiting fellow at the University of Leicester’s Department
of Geography. My posting has been made possible by the Japan
Society for the Promotion of Science’s ‘International network hub
for Future Earth: research for global sustainability’ program. I am
researching geographical information science with several other
researchers and everything is very exciting.

Leicester is a compact city located in the English Midlands, about
an hour and a half by train from London. Leicester has welcomed
large numbers of immigrants since the second world war. Today,
some 40 per cent of the city’s residents are non-British, making
Leicester one of the most ethnically diverse cities in the UK.

The University of Leicester is also very diverse in terms of its
students and staff. I share my office at the Department of Geography
with researchers from Spain, Mexico and Indonesia. While we are
all working on different things, we try to help one another wherever
possible. We spend lunchtimes in the department cafeteria together,
often meeting up with researchers from Ireland, Spain, Germany and
the UK. I feel this is a strength of this university — communicating
with different people from a diverse range of backgrounds is fun and
helps us gain a broader world view.

People in the Department of Geography are very friendly and
often organise social events. We play football (even though I'm a
beginner!) on the yard behind our campus most Wednesdays and we
go to the pub every Thursday. Lots of staff and PhD students attend
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Enjoying a pint with colleagues at a 'Thirsty Thursday'
pub meeting

these “Thirsty Thursday’ gatherings to chat about daily life as well as
exchange ideas and discuss research topics.

Time is passing quickly and I have only four months left of my
stay. The days are shortening as the British autumn turns to winter.
But although the nights are drawing in, I'm living life to the full with
my kind and helpful colleagues.
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Seeking Articles for Sansai Newsletter
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To contribute to Sansai Newsletter No. 10, please email
ges-sansai@ges.kyoto-u.ac.jp
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