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1. Introduction

To preserve satoyama landscape, we should understand
how the landscape has been maintained in the livelihood of
itslocal residents. Today, alot of studies have been made on
the changes between the inhabitants and satoyama landscape
from socid or culturd perspectives For example, there are
studies on the processes which rdate to the formation of the
village landscape, and on land-use change. In particular,
traditiona village landscapes such as thatched, are very
importat  dements when considering the relaionship
between people and naturd resources, because it embodies
locd higory, tradition, and culture. The objective of this
Sudy is to find a way in which the factors relaing to the
succession of the village landscape of Sasabuki (thetched
roof with bamboo, Sasa tectorius), can be determined, by
undergtanding the processes of change occurring within its
landscape, the causes of the decreasing number of Sasabuki
houses, and the practicd difficultiesin maintaining them.

2. Research steand Method

Asaresearch Ste, | sdected Kamiseya, Miyadu City, Kyoto
Prefecture, Japan. Sasabuki village landscapes, which are
difficult to find in Jgpan, can be seen in Kamiseya. Almost
60% of the houses in Kamiseya are tin-roofed over bamboo.
The lagting rate of these houses is quite high. Frgt, in order
to undersand the processes of change of the village
landscape and the causes of the decreasing number of
Sasabuki houses, | andyzed documents, literature, pictures,
and topogrgphic troops concerning Kamissya and |
interviewed locd reddents asking them how they
maintained and managed Sasabuki roofs, and the reasons
why they gave up Sasabuki, and their fedings for such roofs.

3. Reaultsand Discusson

In Kamiseya, management of Sasabuki houses was
previoudy supported by Temagashi (a system of mutud
assigance). The changing process of the village landscape
is divided into 4 parts, according to the increase and
decrease of Sasabuki and the changesin socid conditions.
From 1960 to 1970, Sasabuki houses dramaticaly
decreased. The causes were a lack of labor due to rapid
depopulation and aging, and a reduction of bamboo
resources in both quantity and quality, because Kayaba
(places auitable for bamboo growth, such as after cutting
fud wood) hed narrowed and had been replaced by
atificid foredts. | estimated main resources and labor
requirements in order to repair haf of a Sasabuki roof
common sze in Kamissya These resources and
requirements were 1000 bundles of bamboo (about 1hain
cdculated ared), 40 regpers (25 bundles per regper). Of
those surveyed, the householder’s persond atachment to
Sasabuki as well as the exigence of craftamen and
bamboo-regpers dose to them have dlowed for the
maintenance of Sasabuki. In the case of Miyama Town,
consarvaion activities which were carried out by locd
residents in order to preserve the thatched village were
connected with support from the government, and as a
result, the succession of the village landscape has brought
locd-activation. While learning from these cases it is
significant to devise a system which manages and utilizes
Sasabuki in order to dlow the successon of Sasabuki
village landscgpe.
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