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JSPS Core-to-Core Program: “The 3rd International
Symposium on Formulation of the Cooperation Hub for
Global Environmental Studies in the Indochina Region”
was held in Da Nang, Vietnam (July 27, 2015).
By Kazuyuki Oshita, associate professor, GSGES

Collaboration between Kyoto University’s Graduate School of
Global Environmental Studies (GSGES), the University of Da
Nang and Da Nang University of Science and Technology resulted
in the Third International Symposium on the Formulation of the
Cooperation Hub for Global Environmental Studies in the Indochina
Region on July 27.

The symposium was organized as part of a three-year GSGES
initiative, which was launched in 2013 to establish a framework
for international interdisciplinary cooperation in research and
education in mainland Southeast Asia - a region undergoing rapid
transformation.

Close to 130 people attended the symposium, including
representatives of universities in Vietnam and other ASEAN
countries with an interest in the cooperation hub initiative, Japanese
universities and corporations, the Embassy of Japan in Vietnam,
the Kyoto University ASEAN Center, plus faculty members and
students from Kyoto University and other participating institutions.
Representatives of the two organizing institutions gave welcoming
addresses. The speakers were Professor Shigeo Fujii, the dean of
GSGES and Professor Tran Van Nam, the president of the University
of Da Nang. Presentations on the status of the regional hub project,
international collaboration in education, research and implementation
and the current situation at participating universities, along with
introductory sessions on corporate initiatives and research activities,
all prompted lively discussions among the participants.
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The 5th International Forum on Green Technology and
Management (IFGTM 2015) and the JSPS Core-to-Core
Program’s mini-workshop on July 29 at Hue, Vietham
(July 29, 2015).

By Pham Nguyet Anh, researcher, GSGES

A mini-workshop of the JSPS Core-to-Core Program titled “The
3rd International Symposium on Formulation of the Cooperation
Hub for Global Environmental Studies in the Indochina Region”
and “The 10th Inter-University Workshop on Education and
Research Collaboration in the Indochina Region”, organized by the
Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies (GSGES), were
joined with the Sth International Forum on Green Technology and
Management (IFGTM 2015) and held on July 29 in Room Gold A at
the Green Hotel Hue in Hue City - one of the World Heritage Sites in
Vietnam designated by UNESCO. IFGTM 2015, hosted by the Hue
University of Sciences on July 28-30, is an annual event organized
by the Consortium for Green Technology Management and Research
(CGTMR), which includes some of the top universities in Vietnam
and the Chia-Nan University of Pharmacy and Science (ERM-CNU
Taiwan). This event has been held every year since 2011. As of
June 2015, the CGTMR consists of eleven members. IFGTM 2015
attracted 150 participants from 7 countries - all gathered together
to share knowledge and research results on green technology and
management and to build networks in their respective academic
fields. Professor Shigeo Fujii was one of five keynote speakers at
IFGTM 2015 and was interviewed by Thua Thien Hue Radio and
Television (TRT). This interview was broadcast on TRT at 8:00 pm
(local time) on July 31, 2015. Moreover, coverage of IFGTM 2015
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was also broadcast on Vietnam Television, Hue, on July 29, 2015,
and featured on the website of Hue University of Sciences.

The mini-workshop began with opening remarks presented by
Professor Shigeo Fujii, the dean of GSGES, followed by three parts
— each of which stimulated active discussion. The first part was an
introduction describing Kyoto University and other universities in
the CGTMR. An introduction to their international collaboration
activities was presented by a representative from each university.
In the second part, dealing with research collaboration, Associate
Professor Hirohide Kobayashi presented a proposal for the next
JSPS Core-to-Core Program. In the last part, focusing on educational
collaboration, Associate Professor Shuhei Tanaka reported on
GSGES’s plan for the Double Degree Program, which is designed to
create new academic collaborations between Kyoto University and
ASEAN universities. This mini-workshop was a good chance for
discussion about future possibilities involving international academic
collaboration in the fields of research and education between Kyoto
University and Vietnamese universities.

International workshop “International Education
and Research Collaboration on CoHHO (Studies on
the Connectivity of Hills, Humans and Oceans)”’was
organized in Hue, Vietnam (July 29, 2015).

By Miki Yoshizumi, associate professor, CoHHO Educational
Unit

The Educational Unit for Studies on the Connectivity of Hills,
Humans and Oceans (CoHHO) and GSGES organized an
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international workshop titled “International Education and Research
Collaboration on CoHHO (Studies on the Connectivity of Hills,
Humans and Oceans)” in Hue, Vietnam, on July 29, 2015. Professors
and students from Hue University of Agriculture and Forestry
(HUAF), Hue University of Science (HUS), Da Nang University
(DU) and Da Nang University of Science and Technology (DUST),
as well as Kyoto University, participated in the workshop. The
participants reviewed CoHHO research activities in central Vietham
and discussed possible joint research projects on CoHHO for future
collaboration.
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The 37th Symposium of the Association of Kyoto
University Environmental and Sanitary Engineering
Research (July 31 - August 1, 2015).

By Kazuyuki Oshita, associate professor, GSGES

Co-organized by GSGES, the 37th Symposium of the Association
of Kyoto University Environmental and Sanitary Engineering
Research was held at the Kyoto University Clock Tower Centennial
Hall on July 31 and August 1, 2015, with the participation of 157
researchers, practitioners and students in the field of environmental
sanitary engineering. The symposium consisted of a special
session on transboundary air pollution caused by PM2.5, a project
session on wide-area contamination by radioactive cesium, and
a general session comprising 27 presentations on water supply,
water treatment, the water environment, solid wastes and global
environment/environmental risks. A poster session involved
another 17 presentations. As a result of these presentations and the
active discussions accompanying them, the latest information on
environmental sanitary engineering was exchanged among the
participants.
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Hannnari Kyoto Shimadai-juku looks at “Where will you
sit down? (lzuku ni Gozaru?)” (July 27, 2015)
By Akira Yoshino, associate professor, GSGES

The 33rd Hannnari Kyoto Shimadai-juku — entitled “Where will
you sit down? (Izuku ni Gozaru?)” was held on July 27 at Shimadai,
Kyoto. “Goza” is an origin of the “tatami” traditional mats that are
still found in almost all Japanese houses. Mr. Noboru [zogaki (tatami
craftsman) spoke about the history and technology of “tatami” -
including the difference between “good” tatami and “bad” tatami.
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Associate Professor Akira Yoshino (GSGES, Kyoto University)
spoke about the commercial history of rush (Igusa)-producing
districts.
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Undergraduate students visited Vietnam for an
international exchange course on “Livelihood,
Environment and Peace: Studying in Vietnam II”’ (August
7 -22,2015).

Shuhei Tanaka, associate professor, GSGES

The international exchange course “Livelihood, Environment
and Peace: Studying in Vietnam” is a joint project involving Hue
University, located in central Vietnam, Kyoto University’s Graduate
School of Global Environmental Studies, and the Organization for
the Promotion of International Relations. Five students and two
faculty members traveled to the Socialist Republic of Vietnam in
early August for the two-week course.
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The summer field study on Tango peninsula (July 31 -
August 5, 2015).
Ken-ichirou Onitsuka, assistant professor, GSGES

The summer field study took place on Tango peninsula in Kyoto
prefecture from July 31 to August 5 as a part of “environmental
management seminar B”. This field study is a major annual event
where many of the master’s course students spend time together,
learning about ecosystems and landscapes and practicing field
investigation methods in a variety of habitat types such as “Coast”,
“River”, “Sea”, “Community”, “Soil” and “Forest”. This year, a
total of 46 students (19 male and 27 female) attended the field study,
and 13 out these 46 students participating were from overseas. In
addition, 14 professors and 14 teaching assistants also took part.

On the first day, the students put on swimwear and tried to find
marine algae in the coastal area, before carrying out further
observations indoors. On the second day, the students caught and
observed organisms found in the river as well as in the ocean,
learning how aquatic biota varied according to location. On the third
day, the students took part in community activities at “Kamiseya”
rural settlement, repairing roads and farmland and learning about
daily life and the problems encountered in rural settlements. On the
fourth day, the students went digging in different locations to observe
the soil layers, learning about the history of the land. On the fifth
day, the students measured trees in the forest to learn about forest
structures. At night on that day, everybody enjoyed a barbeque party
with “nagashi-somen”, which was prepared by the professors using
native bamboos.

Actually, we had to overcome many hurdles this year. First, we had
the largest number of students ever - particularly female students
and overseas students. As a result, we had to pay special attention
to the needs of the participants. One example of this was that we
used English in most of the announcements and lectures so that all
the students could understand what was being said, equally. Second,
we had to endure extremely hot weather all through the field study
— with some students suffering from mild heat stroke. Third, we
had to use two separate accommodation sites and, in the middle of
the field study, we had to move from one to the other. Even then,
some students had to stay in tents in the open air at the second
accommodation site due to capacity constraints. Some of the students
who stayed in tents said that they were so hot and narrow inside that
they couldn’t sleep well at night.

Despite such harsh conditions, we were able to finish the field study
without any serious problems - thanks to the cooperation of all the
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participants. The professors running the course were glad to hear,
when they read the final reports, that many students felt that this field
study trip had been a great opportunity to learn more about natural
ecosystems and their management, and to build strong ties among
the students and professors, alike.
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AMGEN Scholars visit GSGES (August 21, 2015).
Yuji Suzuki, researcher, GSGES

International students taking part in the Amgen Scholars Program
visited GSGES and received an introductory presentation outlining
the educational program of GSGES on August 21, 2015.

The “AMGEN Scholars Program” is a summer program for
undergraduate students, run over the course of two years. This
program, funded by the Amgen Foundation, allows students across
the globe to engage in cutting-edge research projects at world-class
academic institutions, in order to foster the development of the next
generation of outstanding scientists.

Professor Hideaki Miyashita gave the opening address and
Associate Professor Toru Inui presented information on GSGES’s
curriculum and entrance exam. In addition, doctoral student Dong
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Le and doctoral graduate Yuji Suzuki gave presentations describing
GSGES’s student life. One of the AMGEN scholars described how
he had come to realize the importance of interdisciplinary approaches
in order to solve environmental issues.

After the introductory presentation, Associate Professor Toru Inui
and researcher Yuji Suzuki conducted a laboratory tour in order
to display experimental equipment and the apparatus used during
geotechnical engineering and environmental engineering research.
During the tour, each student became more familiar with the
relationships between environmental issues and their countermeasure
technologies.

First Global Environmental Studies Konwakai fosters
discussion (September 2, 2015).
By Kazuyuki Oshita, associate professor, GSGES

The first Global Environmental Studies Konwakai of the 2015
academic year took place on September 2. The speaker was
Professor Wataru Sano, who presented a talk on “Why hasn’t
evidence-based policy-formation taken root in Japan?” This topic
was then discussed by 10 GSGES participants who put forward a
range of views derived from their different fields of expertise.
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Public symposium entitled “Can soil feed Africa?”:
Experts on Africa discussed current and future
challenges in science with regard to soil and plant
nutrition (September 11, 2015).

Yasumi Yagasaki, Research Fellow, GSGES

Experts on Africa’s soil, water, crops, livelihood and community
development attended a half-day public symposium entitled “Can
soil feed Africa?” on September 11, 2015, at Maskawa Hall in order
to discuss current and future challenges in science with regard to
soil and plant nutrition, as part of the celebrations being held for the
International Year of Soils, 2015. This symposium was organized by
the Steering Committee of the Japanese Society of Soil Science and
Plant Nutrition (JSSSPN) 2015, Kyoto. GSGES contributed as one
of the co-organizers.
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Soil exhibition tells 1,640 people about the importance of
soils in our daily life (September 2 - 13, 2015).
Hitoshi Shinjo, associate professor, GSGES

To celebrate the International Year of Soils, 2015, and raise public
awareness of the role of soil in our daily life, the Saitama Museum of
Rivers organized a soil exhibition at Kyoto University Museum from
September 2-13, 2015. GSGES also contributed as one of the co-
organizers.
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GSGES raises awareness of global environmental issues
during Kyoto University’s Junior Campus seminar
(September 13, 2015).

By Yosuke Sakamoto, assistant professor, GSGES

Kyoto University has hosted the “Junior Campus” seminar for the
last 10 years, aiming to provide junior high school students with
opportunities to experience some of the most advanced lectures
in the university. The Graduate School of Global Environmental
Studies (GSGES) has joined in the Junior Campus activities since
2010, providing a special lecture titled “Let’s think about global
environmental issues with the international students”, and this has
received a favorable reception each year.

This year, GSGES held two lectures in the afternoon (13:00-15:30
and 16:00-17:30) during “Junior Campus 2015” on September
13. A total of 18 and 13 junior high school students attended each
lecture, respectively. First, the international students belonging to
GSGES gave a presentation describing their countries and global
environmental problems. Junior high school students were then
divided into 4 groups, each including international students and a
teacher, and took part in a free discussion for 45 minutes. Although
the discussion was conducted in a mixture of Japanese and English,
it soon got quite lively and was over in no time.

At the end of the meeting, the junior high school students then
had a chance to give their impressions of the meeting and the
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environmental topics discussed. The meeting was well-received and
many of the students commented that it was a good opportunity to
talk with the international students about differences in culture and
to learn about global environmental issues. Some of the feedback
received from the international students who acted as teaching
assistants is shown below.

Group A: KC Sharda, Ajay Kumar Mishra, Shen Yuan

Our topic was Climate Change and Agriculture. We began our
presentation by introducing ourselves and our countries of origin.
We then started the discussion with some facts about Asia. The
effects of climate change have been seen all around the world
in recent decades, and Asia is no exception. In Asia, most of the
population lives in India and China. Their population is increasing
day by day, whereas the per capita availability of land is decreasing.
This has resulted in a food shortage problem and children are the
main victims. In Asia, many children are already suffering from
malnutrition. Climate change has contributed to this scarcity of
resources by bringing about a decline in productivity. Therefore, we
suggested two major ways in which productivity could be sustained
for a growing population and how it could also adapt to the effects of
climate change - through the use of organic farming and the adoption
of GM technology, respectively. We explained the potential benefits
of these approaches in our presentation. These are our research
subjects at Kyoto University. The junior high school students then
discussed these ideas with us, after our presentation. We were very
pleased to see how committed they were to consuming organic foods
in order to be healthy and protect the environment. In the discussion
part of our presentation, we also found that the junior high school
students were already aware of the various environmental problems
seen in Japan and in other countries.

Group B : Yuelei Lee, Ramasamy Sathiyamurthi, Elif Berna Var
Since the Fukushima nuclear accident in 2011, energy-related issues
have become some of the most important topics for consideration in
Japan — a country with few energy resources of its own. Renewable
energy, which is a safe, environmentally friendly energy resource,
has become an attractive alternative in Japan, so we choose this
topic for our group and presented some basic information on the
application of renewable energy in Japan for the junior students.
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During the post-presentation group discussion, the students shared
their views on our presentation and it was clear that they understood
the importance of energy issues in Japan. We also talked a lot about
our different cultures and differences regarding food, lifestyle and
religion in our countries, compared with Japan. It was also a good
opportunity for us to deepen our understanding of Japanese culture.
Group C:Zhou Yi, Putri Dwi Natalis, Phoebe Grace Saculsan

In our group, we talked about the air pollution problem in China,
Indonesia and the Philippines. As a result of rapid urbanization, air
pollution problems have become a serious issue in most metropolitan
areas, and there is increasing concern about PM2.5, in particular.
We described the current air quality problems in major cities such
as Kyoto, Beijing, Jakarta and Manila. Basically, PM2.5 is mainly
caused by human activities like car emissions or the burning of
straw, and it poses a threat to both human health and traffic safety.
Different measurements are applied in different countries - such as
the emission test in Indonesia and number plate restrictions on car
use in Beijing. However, there is still a need for effective solutions
and individual contributions to help improve air quality. As most
Japanese junior students have not experienced air pollution, this
was a new and difficult topic for some of them. However, they
responded well, thought carefully about it, and developed their own
perspectives during the discussion process. We also exchanged ideas
on other topics such as renewable energy, genetically modified food
and slums. We enjoyed these discussions very much.

Group D: Sandra Carrasco, Du Fei, Monica Paola Parada,
Ricelli Laplace Resende

We explored the topic of “Informal Urban Settlements”. These are
unplanned settlements and areas where the building of houses is
not authorized, or where houses are built on land which has been
occupied illegally. This is a common and clearly visible problem in
many developing countries, and we presented specific examples of
such informal settlements in China, El Salvador, Peru and Brazil.
The current global trend towards urbanization is characterized by the
migration of large numbers of people from rural to urban areas in an
effort to find more opportunities for development and welfare in the
big cities. However, this transition is often spontaneous with little or
no intervention from the government, especially with regard to the
planning of new settlements.

Consequently, there are various physical, social and environmental
issues that often arise in illegal or informal settlements.

The objective of our presentation was to explain how our activities
include analysis of the interactions between humans and the natural
environment - emphasizing that these problems are not only found
in developing or poor countries. Even Japanese society is not exempt
from the degradation of urban areas that can occur due to a lack of
social equality, as we observed in the case of Kamagasaki in Osaka.

Inter-disciplinary field research in Vietnam for high
school students on the exchange course of the program
of Global Science Campus ELCAS (August 7 - 14, 2015).
Minori Tokito, Doctoral course student, GSGES

Published by Sansai Gakurin, Kyoto University Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies

“Livelihood, Environment and Peace: Studying in Vietnam” was
the title of an international exchange course carried out as part of the
program of Global Science Campus ELCAS (“Experienced-based
Learning Course for Advanced Science”) - launched jointly by Hue
University of Agricultural Forestry, Quoc Hoc High School in central
Vietnam, and the Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies
(GSGES). This year, 13 high school students, Professor Fujii (the
dean of GSGES), researcher Takuya Kawazoe (ELCAS) and Minori
Tokito (a doctoral course student at GSGES) visited Vietnam from
August 7-14.
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CoHHO Symposium: Environments and Organisms in
Lake Biwa (October 24, 2015).
Michiko Hasegawa, Researcher, CoHHO Educational Unit

The CoHHO Educational Unit held a symposium titled
“Environments and Organisms in Lake Biwa” at the Field Science
Education and Research Center of Kyoto University on October
24, 2015. This event attracted an audience of 58 people. Five
speakers discussed the presence of alien species in Lake Biwa and
the importance of the reed community along the lakeside to the
ecosystem of Lake Biwa as a whole.
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Six-month special auditing students give their final
achievement presentations (September 24, 2015).
By Gaku Masuda, researcher, GSGES

On September 24, 8 special auditing students gave their final
presentations - detailing their academic achievements during their
six-month stay in Kyoto. These presentations were held in a GSGES
meeting room on the Yoshida main campus.

This program was followed by the creation of a program allowing
short-stay exchange students to visit Japan as special auditing
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students for six months. Students take courses in English (7-12
credits), participate in their professor’s seminars, and work on their
research topics. Acquired credits can be made transferable - with the
approval of the counterpart university. We designed this as one of the
foundations of a future double degree program.

In AY2015, we had 20 applicants. After document screening and
a remote interview process, a total of eight students were selected
to take part. Since April, they have been studying at GSGES and
taking lecture courses as part of this program. During their stay,
their activities have also included practice and training experiences
such as participation in the plum harvest in Tanabe city, Wakayama
Prefecture. Of the eight students, three were from Vietnam (Hue
Agriculture and Forestry University and Hanoi University of Science
and Technology), four were from Indonesia (Bandung Institute of
Technology and Bogor Agricultural University) and one was from
Thailand (Mahidol University).

The presentations were followed by a farewell ceremony and light
refreshments, where the students celebrated together with members
of the faculty staff and regular students who received their doctoral
degrees on the same day.
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The 20th Congress of the Society of Environmental
Economics and Policy Studies (September 18 - 20, 2015).
Akihisa Mori, associate professor, GSGES

Co-organized by GSGES, the Graduate School of Economics
and the Graduate School of Agriculture, the 20th Congress of the
Society of Environmental Economics and Policy Studies was held
at the Faculty of Agriculture Main Building and the Clock Tower
Centennial Hall at Kyoto University during September 19-20,
2015. The congress had 429 participants, comprising researchers,
practitioners and students in the environmental economics and
policy field. It featured two keynote lectures entitled “Economic
Analysis and Endangered Species Policy: Lessons Learned and
Future Challenges” and “Efficient and Equitable Climate Policy
in a Dynamic World,” a keynote speech open to the public, 49 oral
sessions involving 149 presentations, and 14 poster presentations.
By means of these lectures, speeches, presentations and the active
discussions that followed, the latest information on environmental
economics and policy was shared among all those attending.
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President Juichi Yamagiwa attended the 3rd Vietnam-
Japan University Presidents’ Conference and visited
the GSGES office in Da Nang University of Science and
Technology (September 28 - 29, 2015).

Shuhei Tanaka, associate professor, GSGES

President Juichi Yamagiwa attended the 3rd Vietnam-Japan
University Presidents’ Conference which was held in Da Nang,
Vietnam, on September 28-29, 2015. On September 29, 2015,
our president visited the GSGES office in Da Nang University of
Science and Technology. We then took part in an international video
conference involving faculty and students at 4 different sites (Hanoi,
Hue, Da Nang and Kyoto).
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GSGES applauds the awarding of doctoral degrees
(September 24, 2015).
By Gaku Masuda, researcher, GSGES

On September 24, GSGES held the AY2015 degree conferment
ceremony and seven doctoral course students received their
certificates of degree from Professor Shigeo Fujii, the dean of
GSGES. The graduates were understandably proud of their
achievements.
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AY2014 graduates and short-term students enjoyed a
celebratory gathering (September 24, 2015).
By Gaku Masuda, researcher, GSGES

After the Degree Conferment Ceremony on September 24, GSGES’s
AY2015 graduates and short-term students enjoyed a celebratory
gathering with faculty and staff members. The graduates and short-
term students attending all donned their formal attire and national
costumes - helping to make the party a great success.
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Director of UNESCO’s Mahatma Gandhi Institute of
Education for Peace and Sustainable Development visits
the Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies
(October 19, 2015).

Shizuka Hashimoto, associate professor, GSGES

Dr. Anantha Kumar Duraiappah, director at the Mahatma Gandhi
Institute of Education for Peace and Sustainable Development
(MGIEP), visited the Graduate School of Global Environmental
Studies on October 19, 2015, for his memorial lecture on “Inclusive
Wealth Report: Measuring Progress Towards Sustainability” and
to participate in the student workshop “Forging Human Capital for
Future Generations”.

Dr. Duraiappah is an experienced environmental-development
economist with more than two decades of experience at the
international level. His work focuses largely on the equity of access
and use of ecosystem services. Until May 2014, Dr. Duraiappah
was the Executive Director of the International Human Dimensions
Programme (IHDP) hosted by the United Nations University, Bonn,
Germany. He was the founding director of the UN “Inclusive Wealth
Report (IWR)” released in 2012 & 2014. In his memorial lecture,

MUGIEP 772 . Anantha Kumar Duraiappah /1~ (/)
Duraigppah /#7744 5p§/§p
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presented in the morning, he shared recent updates and discussed
the future prospects of the IWR. He also introduced the “Wealth
Generator (http://mgiep.unesco.org/play/wealth-generator/)” - a
computer simulation game developed by MGIEP to help people
learn about the concept of inclusive wealth.

In the afternoon, two PhD candidates, Ms. Mariko Ikeda and Mr.
Maximillian Spiegelberg, organized and moderated the workshop
titled “Forging Human Capital for Future Generations”. Five
speakers — three PhD students and one master’s student from
GSGES and one associate professor from the Graduate School of
Economics, Kyoto University, gave presentations on their individual
research topics, inviting Dr. Duraiappah to be a guest advisor. All the
participants in both events greatly enjoyed the lectures given by Dr.
Duraiappah and their discussions with him.

Study Abroad Information Fair in Hanoi
(October 31, 2015).
Yuki Okamoto, program assistant professor, GSGES

The 2015 Study Abroad Information Fair (regarding options for
study in Japan) was held in Hanoi, Vietnam. In total, 97 organizations
including national universities, private universities and Japanese
language schools took part in this fair and 1,405 people attended
as visitors. In a booth run by Kyoto University, Prof. Nawata
(Agriculture), Ms. Yoshimatsu (North-International center), Assoc.
Prof. Yukawa (International center), Assoc. Prof. Okamoto (GSGES),
Ms. Higuchi (GSGES) and Ms. Kawai (International education)
and Ms. Kawai (International education) all helped recruit excellent
students from Vietnam to come to Kyoto. Kyoto University already
seemed to be well known in Vietnam, and many students came to
visit our booth in order to obtain information to compare with other
universities. Visitors to our booth included high school students,
undergraduate students, graduate students and their parents. Most
of the undergraduate visitors were from Hanoi - mostly from Hanoi
University of Science, followed by the Vietnam National University
of Hanoi, the Foreign Trade University, Hanoi, the Hanoi University
of Law, and the Hanoi University of Science and Technology (in
descending order). Economics was the most popular study topic,
followed by physics, law and agriculture. In terms of the questions
asked, most of the students visiting wanted to know more about
scholarships, and a few students even knew about the G30 program
and asked about the availability of short-term study abroad.

I hope these initiatives have sown the seeds needed to recruit students
in the near future.
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Introduction of the overseas organizations cooperating
with GSGES (3): Hanoi University of Science and
Technology.

Huynh Trung Hai, associate professor, dean of School of
Environmental Science and Technology, Hanoi University of
Science and Technology

Introducing the Hanoi University of Science and Technology
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Fact and Figures

Hanoi University of Science and Technology (HUST) was
established in 1956. Over more than half a century of development
and growth, HUST has had remarkable success in fostering new
talent and conducting scientific research to serve the interests of
national development and social progress. About 40,000 students
attend HUST every year. According to various different international
ranking standards, HUST is always ranked as one of the 3 top
universities in Vietnam.

International Cooperation

HUST cooperates in research and training with 200 universities,
research institutes and companies from 32 different countries around
the world.

Introduction to the School of Environmental Science and
Technology

The School of Environmental Science and Technology (INEST)
was developed from an environment group in the Faculty of
Chemistry (1984) that then became the Department of Environment
in the Faculty of Inorganic - Electro - Chemistry Technology
and Environment in 1990, and later became the Center for
Environmental Science and Technology in 1994 (CEST). The
School of Environmental Science and Technology (then named the
Institute for Environmental Science and Technology) was officially
formed in accordance with Decision 2995/QD-BGDBT-TCCB
dated September 4, 1998.

INEST’s training capacity is set at 150 undergraduate students, with
100 postgraduate and 3-5 PhD students per batch.

Cooperation with Kyoto University in the environmental field
Overall activities

In keeping with the framework for cooperation established between
Kyoto University (KU) and HUST, two research and education
programs, the “Environmental Management Leader Program”
(EML) and “Human Security Engineering” (HSE), were carried
out during the 2008-2013 period. INEST formed the basis of these
two programs. Over the 2013-2016 period, several further exchange
programs and research cooperation programs were carried out
between KU and HUST.

Main achievements

These programs have enabled KU and HUST students to conduct
locally oriented research involving field work, internships for
students, and short course programs for young researchers and
masters students in INEST-HUST. In total, 928 days of internship/
field work have already been carried out. As a result, nineteen staff
and students have received short-term course certificates.

The program has acted as a contact point and a means of screening
and selection for candidates wishing to study in a master’s course
or a doctoral course in KU. Eleven staff and students from HUST
have received scholarships in order to attend doctoral, master’s and
short-term courses in KU. Five staff members from HUST have also
received doctoral scholarships to study in KU.

Some collaborative research has already been carried out as part
of this program, including a project focused on “Methodology
development for the understanding of sanitation management
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constraints and the evaluation of alternatives” - SaniCon-Asia.
Research results from this single project have been published in 10
different papers and 20 international proceedings, and have received
S5 awards.

Four seminar/workshops have also been carried out as part of these
programs. The same programs have also contributed to various other
academic activities in Vietnam as well as in Japan.

Major stones:

22-Jan-2007

Agreement on education and research cooperation between the
Department of Environment Engineering, Graduate School of
Engineering, KU and INEST-HUT.

1-Oct-2008

Engagement of a EML program-specific assistant professor (Hidenori
Harada) for the Hanoi field campus at HUST

17-Dec-2008

Agreement on education and research cooperation between 4
graduate schools of KU and 4 schools/institutes of HUST
1-Feb-2009

Establishment of the Hanoi base, and engagement of its HSE
program-specific assistant professor (Nguyen Pham Hong Lien)
20-Mar-2009

KU-HUST Workshop on Environment and Energy

16-Sep-2009

Japan Study Workshop at HUST organized by Kyoto University and
Keio University

17-Sep-2009

Vietnam-Japan University Presidents’ conference in Hanoi,
organized by HUST and Kyoto University

18-Sep-2009

Visit of KU vice-president, Prof. Nishimura, to HUST and MOU on
education and research cooperation between KU and HUST
20-Sep-2013

Visit of KU president, Prof. Hiroshi Matsumoto, to HUST and
INEST

Short Message

We would like to thank Kyoto University for their cooperation.
Kyoto University has not only helped us in the programs mentioned
above, but also in several other academic activities. We believe that
your cooperation has been of great assistance in helping us raise the
level of our research and education.
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Dispatches from researchers on the JSPS Future Earth
program (6): Thinking about my second hometown -
Halifax

Ryoma Kamikawa, assistant professor, GSGES

I am proud to have spent one year in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada,
from September 2014 onwards, thanks to the JSPS Program for
Advancing Strategic International Networks to Accelerate the
Circulation of Talented Researchers. What I have experienced
there is amazingly precious to me and nothing like anything I
have ever experienced before. Time seemed to pass more slowly
in Halifax - probably due to the rather more relaxed atmosphere
in the countryside, compared to Kyoto. Nevertheless, I also found
that my stay there actually went quite quickly. I really enjoyed
n -
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the scientific discussion with my excellent mentor in Dalhousie
University, the director of the Center of Comparative Genomics
and Evolutionary Bioinformatics, Professor Andrew J. Roger. His
insightful thoughts, deep knowledge regarding eukaryotic evolution
and surprisingly bold ideas always stimulated my scientific interests
and encouraged me to examine my own data more thoroughly.
My colleagues, Tommy Harding, Courtney W. Stairs, Laura Eme
and Dayana Salas, supported me with their valuable technical
advice. Professor John Archibald and Emeritus Professors Ford
W. Doolittle and Michael W. Gray, gave me much scientific and
philosophical advice, which sometimes startled me very much but
which was always very useful in helping me to expand my thinking
in specific directions. During my stay in Halifax, I was also able to
participate in a conference in Seville, Spain, from September 5-10,
2015. This conference was attended by more than 300 participants
who were engaged in research on eukaryotic diversity — ranging
from cell biology to phylogeny and cellcultivation. I was invited
to be a speaker at one of the workshops. The data presented there
were for a eukaryote that can thrive in both aerobic and low-oxygen
conditions, which is completely different from human beings
who are capable of living only in aerobic conditions. The study
of this organism could, therefore, illuminate one curious aspect of
eukaryotic evolution regarding the oxygen concentration required for
viability. Fortunately, I was also able to meet some of my old friends
at the conference such as Ross F. Waller, professor at the University
of Cambridge, and I greatly enjoyed my scientific discussions with
them. As well as carrying out my research, I was also able to get to
know other lab members, postdocs in other labs, and the professors.
Andrew and his wife Udeni frequently invited me and my wife to his
house to eat huge lobsters, and Alastair Simpson, a professor in the
Biology Department, and his wife Gina held several Canadian-style
weekend BBQ parties. During weekdays, I always had a cup of very
nice smelling coffee in the morming with fellow “coffee enthusiasts™
in the Roger lab and then usually had lunch with my friends, Drs.
Ugo Centi, Daniel Moog and Cameron Grisdale, in the Tapper
Building where the Roger lab is located. Every Friday evening we
had a beer together in the lab with the other lab members. I believe
that I will continue to treasure these relationships forever, and that I
will always remember my experiences at Halifax.

Dispatches from researchers on the JSPS Future Earth
program (7): | returned to Japan after finishing this year’s
study in Finland.

Masataka Ohnuki, PhD. student , GSGES

From October 2014 to October 2015, I carried out forest ecology
research at the Natural Resources Institute Finland (LUKE) Joensuu
unit as part of the Future Earth project. While in Finland, I studied
how different snow cover conditions affect leaf litter respiration
and microbial communities. I have now returned to Japan after
completing my year of study in Finland. However, this is only
temporary and I will return to Finland again and continue my studies
through to next June.
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Awards

PhD. student, Mina Lee: Annual Spring Meeting of the Korean
Society for New & Renewable Energy, Excellent Presentation
Award (June 12, 2015).

“Econometric efficiency analysis of R&D productivity in Korea
renewable energy technology”

Researcher, Yuji Suzuki: The 37th Kyoto University
Environmental & Sanitary Engineering Research Award
(August 1, 2015).

“Biodegradation of Fluorotelomer Alcohols and Formation of
Perfluorocarboxilic Acids in Biological Treatment Processes™
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Researcher, Yuiji Suzuki: 2015 Best Doctoral Research Award
of the Japan Society of Water Environment (Organo Award)
(September 16, 2015).

“Behavior of Perfluoroalkyl Carboxylates and Their Potential
Precursors in Wastewater Treatment Processes”

Research Associate, Hiroshi Tsurumaru: Best Paper Award of
the Journal of the Japan Society for Atmospheric Environment
in 2014 (September 29, 2015).

“Development of an instrument for direct measurement of the ozone
induced HOx (OH, HO,) radical production rate”

Associate Professor, Hitoshi Shinjo: The 25th Nikkei Global
Environmental Technology Awards Prize for Excellence
(October 23, 2015).

“Development of management practices combating desertification
applicable through improvement of livelihood”

Associate Professor, Shuhei Tanaka, Master students,
Naoyuki Tsuji and Saori Mizutani, Professor Shigeo Fuijii: Best
Paper Award, Environmental Engineering Research in 2014
(November, 27, 2015).

“Effects of Subsidence and Tsunami on Vegetation and Botanical
Variety in the Kitakami River Mouth by the 2011 Earthquake off the
Pacific Coast of Tohoku”

BHISY /Announcement

GSGES is to hold an international symposium on global
collaboration on education, research and business in
environmental studies at Kyoto University

(December 11 - 12, 2015).

By Yuji Suzuki, assistant professor, GSGES
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To contribute to Sansai Newsletter No. 13, please email
ges-sansai@ges.kyoto-u.ac.jp
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