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International symposium of global collaboration on
education, research and business in environmental
studies and international workshop for implementation
of global collaboration on education, research and
business in environmental studies (December 11-14,
2015).

By Yuki Okamoto and Yuji Suzuki, program assistant
professor, GSGES.

An international symposium of global collaboration on education,
research and business in environmental studies, and an international
workshop for the implementation of global collaboration on
education, research and business in environmental studies were held
at Kyoto University.

The symposium on the 11th started with an opening speech by Prof.
Shigeo Fujii, Dean of the Graduate School of Global Environmental
Studies (GSGES), followed by guest speeches by Prof. Ngo
Bunthan, rector of the Royal University of Agriculture in Cambodia,
Prof. John Sodeau, University College Cork (Ireland) and Mr.
Kenichi Ishihara, chief director of JETRO Kyoto. Prof. Kayo Inaba,
an executive vice-president, then gave a welcoming address to the
152 participants from 16 nations, 25 universities (including Kyoto
University), one research institute, one governmental organization
and 7 private companies. In the main session, the Graduate School
of Agriculture and the Graduate School of Engineering and GSGES
in Kyoto University described their international collaborative
activities. Participants discussed their achievements, lessons learned,
and further prospects for global collaboration on education, research
and business.

In one workshop session held on the 12th, 84 participants discussed
the double degree program and the joint degree program for master’s
and doctoral students - based on actual cases referring to the duration,
scholarship, admission policy and difficulties encountered at each
university. In another session, four presenters spoke on various
topics, including specific examples of technological development and
collaborative activities involving private companies and universities.
In addition, field education activities and a framework to support
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global cooperation with industry, government and universities in
ASEAN countries were introduced. During the discussion after both
sessions, various ideas and experiences were shared and discussed,
and participants agreed to continue to develop further collaboration
related to environmental studies.

HUBREREI 24T, BRI TICBIIZHE - gt - €Y
FADEBIGENC B DB ERRS VRV L, BEE I
BUBHE - 0% - €V R ADEBGEIFER DTz DEER
U= avE 12 H 11 Bh5 14 HOR, THEEAEAC
THIfELE L

11 HIZg) R =V Tirbniz VR T LIE. 16 AE
25 REER 7T HORBGERIZCOHETIEEZDOTHENDS
FRBA 152 KOS IEZ B THESNE Uiz, YV RITL
IS HEHRERE HIEREREE 2 RO OT TIRED., HilL Tk
HDAYRY T FALRY Ngo Bunthan 2. 7L UR -
O—27 KD John Sodeau ##%. JETRO HHE H Tl
2—DAFEE—FEOTHEE D%, FIELIEBY S
ICEMBIRE 20X Uz, A2y arTid, 5Ebk
HOBE - WL - B R AHERFHAICDOWT, 22EISE
FrOEES#EEE, TSRO ER TGS, 7 U CHiBRER
B THEDTORHEE - W% - EVXRAICHDS 4 DD
T OB EEN, BHOIBICHEERbE L,

12 HICHIBRBRIR 2 D ARG F S ChfEE N T— 2 ay
&, HE - 3% - EOXAOEBEBBOFEEICOWT,
84 ZHBMMUTHE LR RENE L, T—Dvays

= b

Page 2



Sansai Newsletter No. 13

24 March 2016

& BTN Te ) —byvarvek, AEmEhEtw Y
ED 2 D&NATUTEMLUI ., ftityyarTilityia
YO - FEROAN MG HE I TOE Uz, XN T o
JV)—twar T, KEMOE LRI
DOHEPAENR R T IVT 4T =707 S LT B R R 2ED
ZUF AT AR, WIS K ZOMERE, Bk
THHNHEDWeE AR TbNE Uiz, —75. BEW
Tty a i, ThETORBMBIEE R2EOHIFER
J& < JEBIOHEFR, To— IV REE OTEHHHMI. ASEAN 3%
ENC BT 2 B 2O EBHEEE S 2 BB 5 E DR
HOFELE, EBE5DEyIaicB0Th, SEEFRER
PREEOLENGEIN, GBI TICH T SiEIc
BT, LTI L T e iREESNE Lz,

EBIC 13 HIRE T IT 47V —IBb 2T pE =i (|
BIOFAETAT, 14 FICIE RN O BRI ) B
DART A=Y T =T E L, —BHOSHFATHZETLEL
7o

The special session of The Earth Hall of Fame Kyoto “A
new approach to development: a Steady-state Economy”
(December 12, 2015).

By Ayako Hirata, program associate professor, GSGES.

The special session of The Earth Hall of Fame Kyoto “A new
approach to development: a Steady-state Economy” was held at
Yoshida campus, Kyoto University, on December 12, 2015.

The Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies coordinated
this session. The Earth Hall of Fame Kyoto is an award created to
honor, in perpetuity, the achievements of those who have contributed
most to conservation of the global environment. It is named after
Kyoto - the birthplace of the Kyoto Protocol. One of the winners this
year was Harman Daly, an American ecological economist and a
professor at the School of Public Policy of University of Maryland in
the United States.

The special session invited three notable speakers to discuss what a
steady-state economy is and to describe how some businesses pursue
sustainable development. The speakers were Masahiro Sato from the
Cabinet Office, Tadashi Nakahora, one of the founders of Nakahora
Farm, and Keiichi Yoshino, a CEO of the Dari K corporation. This
was followed by a panel session coordinated by Abe Kenichi, a
professor at the Research Institute for Humanity and Nature. More
than one hundred people attended this session and joined in the
active discussions that followed.
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Kyoto University, the Nippon foundation and the
CoHHO regional partnership seminar “Wisdom for the
Connectivity of Hills, Humans and Oceans in Awaji
Island” (November 2, 2015).

By Miki Yoshizumi, associate professor, CoHHO Educational
Unit.

The CoHHO Educational Unit held a seminar titled “Wisdom for
the Connectivity of Hills, Humans and Oceans in Awaji Island” in
Minami-Awaji City in Hyogo Prefecture on November 2, 2015.
About 40 participants including researchers, students and local
residents shared their views on future community development
based on the connectivity of hills, humans and oceans.
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CoHHO international seminar: International Education
and Research Collaboration on Studies on the
Connectivity of Hills, Humans and Oceans (CoHHO)
(January 25, 2016).

By Edouard Alexandre Lavergne, junior associate professor,
CoHHO Educational Unit.

On January 25, 2016, the COHHO Educational Unit and researchers
from Kyoto University welcomed delegations from Vietnam
and France to discuss research and educational collaboration
opportunities between Vietnam, France and Japan. The seminar
started with everyone enjoying a delicious Japanese bento in order to
establish a relaxed and informal atmosphere between the participants.
Professor Yamashita then opened the session, emphasizing the
importance of connectivity along watersheds extending down to
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coastal areas if humans want to live in a sustainable way and in
harmony with nature. After a short introduction of all participants,
the Educational Unit introduced the CoHHO program and described
some of their main research activities:

- Land use transition around Biwa Lake and lagoons and how this
can lead to dramatic changes in the landscape.

- Residents’ regional development initiatives in Omihachiman and
their consequences for social networking, tourism, water quality and
forest management.

- Building local networks for local revitalization through eco/agri-
tourism and the Education for Sustainable Development (ESD).
Each of the participants presented an overview of their work on
a wide range of subjects — ranging from Vietnamese traditional
architecture using natural resources and minorities resettlement in
central Vietnam to the role of watershed and lagoon management in
natural disaster resilience, local livelihood improvement, fishery and
aquaculture production and ecosystem function conservation. This
led to a fruitful discussion on the management of watersheds and
lagoons in Vietnam, highlighting the need for:

- a better general understanding of the connectivity along watersheds
and a better understanding of the differences between upstream and
downstream populations in terms of their natural resource needs and
usage.
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- improvements in living standards to prevent the exodus of young
people from lagoon areas to cities in search of jobs.

- the increase of living standards and education quality in remote
mountainous areas where the land surface (i.e., the income) per
inhabitant is decreasing, as land is usually divided up among siblings
and the emigration rate is low due to the relatively low standard of
education.

- diversified aquaculture promoting high quality standards rather than
just quantity, with clear target goals (i.e., why is this protein being
manufactured and for whom?).

- a properly managed Marine Protected Area (MPA) within the
lagoon.

Finally, the seminar was closed by Professor Shibata who concluded
that while the first steps toward integrated research cooperation
between Vietnam, France and Japan had now been taken, ongoing
commitment was still needed to ensure future cooperation. The
seminar ended with a reception and party where all participants
chatted happily and took the opportunity to continue their
discussions.

The 23rd Kyoto University Global Environmental Forum:
Depopulation in Rural Areas in Japan (October 31, 2015).
By Akihisa Mori, associate professor, GSGES.

The 23rd Kyoto University Global Environmental Forum, entitled
“Depopulation in Rural Areas in Japan”, was held on October 31,
2015, at International Exchange Hall I in the Clock Tower Centennial
Hall. Professor Kou Fujiyama (Mountainous Area Research Center,
Shimane Prefecture) described the bottom-up, counteractive strategy
for government-led local revitalization initiatives, citing evidence
of young people returning to rural areas in Shimane Prefecture.
Professor Satoshi Hoshino (GSGES, Kyoto University) discussed
the rural revitalization programs initiated by Kyoto prefectural
government, highlighting the critical role of communication by
local people — facilitated through SNS and training programs
that are closely linked with rural revitalization. Professor Satoko
Hotta (International University of Health and Welfare) described
the challenges faced by the current medical care system and why
a transition to local integrated care systems is required - using
examples of good practices. While the various speakers talked about
different cases and topics in the first session, they shared a common
understanding that it is necessary to transition from the current
regime towards a more bottom-up community-oriented approach in
order to overcome the challenges associated with rural depopulation.
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The 24th Kyoto University Global Environmental Forum:
Effect of the Atmosphere on Living Creatures (February 6,
2016).

By Naoki Okada, associate professor, GSGES.

The 24th Kyoto University Global Environmental Forum on the
“Effect of the atmosphere on living creatures” was held on February
6, 2016, at Masukawa Hall in the North Comprehensive Education
and Research Building. Three speakers, Prof. Yasuo Mori (GSGES,
Kyoto Univ.), Drs. Kyoko Miura (Institute of Genetic Medicine,
Hokkaido Univ.), and Prof. Kenji Matsuura (Graduate school
of Agriculture, Kyoto Univ.), gave talks describing the amazing
ecology of a variety of unique animals.

5 24 [IMIBREREE T 4+ — 5 L [N R R R TS
Bk 2RI A BE TS | R — Ui\ T
2016 £ 2 A 6 HIchAfELE Lz,

RNz BOETFICHVADIER 2 i & UTHIERD KRS
BRI A IR « ERMMENGENTED., FhH0YEIR
N RERFEREZTOET, Bl ss
HTENE, ALRDHAR- R EO L= — i EEE .
FNOWRIZGTEYEIRAZENTDOWNT, LURD 3 DD
LI, ThEZITREHEZEITOEL

FF 24 [ 7 —F Tt DR 7~

Page 6



Sansai Newsletter No. 13

24 March 2016

o i
E
= -
HF 24 [ 74 —FL4 TORE G i DR~

O UK HERERBE 4 2050

BN &> CORZRD R DFIN Y TE R

=i A (EmRE R B s T T A

(7 7UADH FICHEBNE AT INFAI — 1Lk - BA
e PED TG~

Fuiifi . GRS Rt skl 20

a7yt aEOE bt ¥ = —> a3

HRERE. EOEOBIRICHITS, B bl BT
THHEZFNUEND, ML >TRMICEFEEN
TWAENBZEORBEUCDWTEEDE U, =ifiakamit.
T IUADH TICER T BNE T INHIAIDL—Di5E:
HEZRBIT L. T% DIKEESE T 30 < EE 2 2O,
ErDEILRD LIS B LT, IEEICHENEEYT
HBHTLEFALE U, MR, BRADEREEIRD
IR LTWE a7 VOLREEFN L, ZO/ETIE
EUE O ERIGENE R RO = —a U FERE
BoTWABTERLE LI, HEENSE LTV BEIIOE)
FEICKBMBNZECATRHOE., EHSBHERIR Gl
KEERZEGHIERERBE 2 40) e a—T 0 7—Z—L LT, &
ST, EDXIRES>MF THREDHIZET—IHL
DT Ko7z DR EDER NS OEFEENEL
7o

7N E FEAFEIN IS A G N — P =2 T T Pl D TH () & FERER DT — X2 (L)

Published by Sansai Gakurin, Kyoto University Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies

The opening ceremony of Kyoto University Partnership
Office in Mahidol University and seminar on studying
at Kyoto University and Mahidol University (January 11,
2016).

By Yuki Okamoto, program assistant professor, GSGES.

The opening ceremony of the Kyoto University Partnership Office in
Mahidol University and a seminar on studying at Kyoto University
and Mahidol University were held at Mahidol University (Salaya,
Thailand) on January 11, 2016. The opening ceremony started with
a welcoming address by Assist. Prof. Jakrit Suthakorn, Dean of
the Faculty of Engineering at Mahidol Univeristy, followed by an
introductory speech by Prof. Shigeo Fujii, Dean of the Graduate
School of Global Environmental Studies (GSGES), Kyoto
University. In addition, there was a signing ceremony for cross-
appointment lecturer Assist. Prof. Swanna Boontanon. This is the
first time Kyoto University has appointed a cross-appointment
lecturer with another university in another country. After the signing
ceremony, there were complimentary speeches by Mr. Shiro
Terashima (first secretary, the Embassy of Japan, Thailand), and
Prof. Kuniaki Yamashita (Director, JSPS Bangkok office), Assoc.
Prof. Huynh Trung Hai (Director, Science and Research Office,
Hanoi University of Science and Technology), and Prof. Mamoru
Shibayama (Director, ASEAN Center, Kyoto University). Prof.
Banchong Mabhaisavariya, vice president of Mahidol University,

then gave a welcoming address and presented opening remarks to
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all participants. This was followed by a visit to the Kyoto University
Partnership Office in Mahidol University.

The opening ceremony then continued at the new office, and
congratulatory messages from GSGES Kyoto University, Hanoi
University of Science and Technology, and Bogor Agricultural
University were exchanged using a video conference system
connecting the 4 participating offices at GSGES Kyoto University,
Hanoi University of Science and Technology, Bogor Agricultural
University, and Mahidol University (host).

In the afternoon, following the opening ceremony, a seminar on
studying at Kyoto University and Mahidol University was held.
Many undergraduate students from Mahidol University participated
in this seminar, which included a booth session, and the Graduate
School of Global Environmental Studies, the Graduate School of
Agriculture, the Graduate School of Engineering and the School of
Public Health at Kyoto University all presented information about
studying there, as well as information on scholarships and student
life in Kyoto.

The opening ceremony and seminar were attended by many
participants and it was a good start for further collaboration and
development with regard to research and education.

Kyoto University launched the Kyoto University
Partnership Office at Bogor Agricultural University in
Indonesia (November 16, 2015).

By Yuji Suzuki, program assistant professor, GSGES.

On November 16, 2015, GSGES and the Graduate School of
Agriculture, Kyoto University, jointly launched the Kyoto University
Partnership Office at Bogor Agricultural University (IPB) in
Indonesia.
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JGP-GSGES International Spring School at Kyoto 2016
-Measuring Our Environments- (February 17 — March 8,
2016).

By Yuki Okamoto, program assistant professor, GSGES.

JGP-GSGES International Spring School at Kyoto 2016 - Measuring
Our Environments - had been conducted environmental studies as
part of the “Japan Gateway: Kyoto University Top Global Program
(JGP)” since February 17, 2016. This program (JGP) aims to conduct
international joint education and offer double degree programs in
conjunction with prominent, world-class partner universities in
research areas such as mathematics and chemistry — areas in which
Kyoto University is very competitive, internationally. At present, the
program consists of 4 units (Mathematics, Chemistry and Chemical
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Engineering, Human Biosciences, Social Sciences and Humanities)
and 2 study areas (Public Health, Environmental Studies). To start off
this program in the area of Environmental Studies, the “International
Spring School at Kyoto 2016” was designed to help gain a better
understanding of the mountain, fresh water and marine environments
in Japan through both lecture courses and field studies — making
use of the international academic culture of Kyoto University. This
Spring School program provides access to various techniques and the
knowledge of environmental science (environmental engineering,
marine ecology, atmospheric chemistry, agronomy, and soil science)
which the Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies
(GSGES) has been implementing in its education program since
2002. A total of 105 students applied to take part in this program,
and after a rigorous screening process involving documents and
interviews, 21 students of 11 nationalities from 16 universities in
master and doctral courses were selected in the last December.

As of February 28, students visited the various laboratories in
GSGES, attended seminars and field lectures, and conducted
analytical experiments. In addition, field studies also carried out at
Lake Biwa and on Mount Aso. Students spent 3 weeks together
learning about environmental studies in the western regions of Japan.
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21 Farticipants from 1 lcountires at the Guidance of JGP-
GSGES International Spring School 2016 (upper) and
Field Study in Lake Biwa (lower).
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Laboratory visit in Sol Scienceleérrestrial Ecosystems
Management. GSGES (upper) and
Farewell partylower),
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2nd Global Sansai Gakurin Konwakai fosters discussion
(November 25, 2015).
By Kazuyuki Oshita, associate professor, GSGES.

The second Sansai Gakurin Konwakai of the 2015 academic year
took place on November 25, 2015. The speaker was Assistant
Professor Yuki Okamoto, who presented a talk on “The directions
of fisheries in South East Asia - considered from the perspective
of current coastal ecosystem and fishery resources utilization”.
This topic was then discussed by three GSGES participants who
put forward a range of views derived from their different fields of
expertise.
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3rd Global Sansai Gakurin Konwakai fosters discussion
(January 27, 2016).
By Takashi Fujimori, assistant professor, GSGES.

The third Sansai Gakurin Konwakai of the 2015 academic year took
place on January 27, 2016. The speaker was Assistant Professor
Yuji Suzuki, who presented a talk on ‘“Recent pollution of persistent
perfluorinated compounds: Existence of precursors”. This topic was
then discussed by seven GSGES participants who put forward a
range of views derived from their different fields of expertise.
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10th Anniversary Symposium of the Kyoto University
and Tsinghua University Collaborative Research and
Education Center (December 5, 2015).

By Kazuyuki Oshita, associate professor, GSGES.

Because Tsinghua and Kyoto Universities collaboratively established
the Cooperative Research and Education Center for Environmental
Technology (CRESET) at the Shenzhen campus, Tsinghua
University, in October 2005, supporting staff may now stay at this
site and use it as a base. Collaborative research and educational
activities have been progressively developed during the EML and
GCOE project. Joint research projects include the technological
development required for environmental preservation in areas
around Shenzhen city, along with field surveys, risk assessments and
environmental management. A wide range of research is also being
conducted addressing specific themes selected by individual faculty
members. CRESET provides the research instruction/support for the
students at Shenzhen. More than 400 days of research by more than
15 students have already been supported by CRESET. CRESET has
also organized short-term internship programs for over 60 Kyoto
University students and has provided training courses in Japan for
over 40 Tsinghua University students. These activities have greatly
enhanced the mutual exchange program between Japan and China.
On December 5, 2016, the 10th Anniversary Symposium of the
Kyoto University and Tsinghua University, China Collaborative
Research and Education Center, was held at the Shenzhen campus.
Prof. Masao Kitano (Vice president of Kyoto University), Prof.
Emeritus Nobuo Takeda, Prof. Shigeo Fujii (Dean of GEGES), Prof.
Hiroaki Tanaka (Director of CRESET), Prof. Masaki Takaoka (Vice
director of CRESET) and Assoc. Prof. Kazuyuki Oshita (GSGES)
all participated in this symposium.
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The UNU- GGS project kick-off conference in Kathmandu,
Nepal (January 21-23, 2016).
By Keniji Okazaki, professor, GSGES.

An international kick—off conference for the United Nations
University (UNU)-funded Grant for Global Sustainability (GGS)
project was organized in Kathmandu, Nepal, from January 21-23,
2016, and was attended by Prof. Kenji Okazki (project manager),
Prof. Makoto Usami, Assoc. Prof. Hirohide Kobayashi, Prof. Rajib
Shaw (adjunct), and Dr. Koichi Shiwaku (researcher) and Mr.
Ranit Chatterjee (PhD student) from GSGES. Other International
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Sioning of MOU between GGS project partners in Nepal
participants included one representative from Global Earthquake
Modeling (GEM) and three experts from Yangon. This project aims
to enhance the resilience of cities (Kathmandu and Yangon) against
natural disasters through capacity-building involving stakeholders
in the respective cities and the development of a universal model for
urban resilience. On the first day of the conference, a half-day group
meeting was arranged with stakeholders from both participating cities
in order to explain the objectives of the projects, and the roles and
responsibilities of the partner organizations. Professors from Kyoto
University made detailed presentations on their field of research
while the local partners described their areas of expertise and what
kind of activities they might be interested in becoming involved with
in the future. In the first session on the second day of the conference,
a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed between the
partner organizations from Nepal. Representatives of local partnering
organizations, academic institutions, international NGOs and
community leaders all attended this kick-off conference. The second
half of the conference consisted of a brainstorming session to identify
the possible directions for institutionalization, risk assessment and
implementation of the project. On the last day of the conference,
the Kyoto university team made site visits to the Karyabinyaka and
Lalitpur city core areas and damaged areas of Sankhu in order to
gain a better understanding of the extent and type of damage suffered
by both residential and heritage structures and to identify possible
research directions.

Emeritus professor of Kyoto University Graduate School
of Global Environmental Studies, Dr. Saburo Matsui won
the “Kyoto Human Award 2015” (November 29, 2015).

By Tomonari Matsuda, associate professor, Graduate School
of Engineering, Kyoto University.

Emeritus professor of Kyoto University Graduate School of Global
Environmental Studies, Dr. Saburo Matsui, won the “Kyoto Human
Award 2015” presented by the KYOTO OMRON COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION, and an award-winning lecture on “Water,
Agriculture, and Global Environmental Problems”, and a related
panel discussion, were held in Kyoto on November 29, 2015.
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ALK Project & Job Hunting Seminar for M1 of GSGES
(February 4, 2016).
Shunsuke Yamada, master’s course student, GSGES.

On February 4, 2016, the PR of the “ALK Project”, launched by
some second year master’s students at GSGES, was held for first
year master’s students — aiming to make people think about how
best to solve environmental problems in Kyoto City. A job-hunting
seminar was also held, in the form of a discussion.
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Hannari Kyoto Shimadai-juku looks at “Landscape of
Kyoto” (December 1, 2015).
By Akira Yoshino, associate professor, GSGES.

The 34th Hannari Kyoto Shimadai-juku — entitled “Landscape of
Kyoto” was held on December 1 at Shimadai, Kyoto. Mr. Souichiro
Uenami (The 4th owner of “Sukiyaki i-ro-ha”) talked about the
pursuit of Ponto-cho-likeness. Then Prof. Setsuko Nakajima
(Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies, Kyoto
University) gave a lecture entitled by “To be a house in harmony
with townscape”.
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Introduction of the overseas organizations cooperating
with GSGES: Mahidol University, Thailand.

By Suwanna Kitpati Boontanon, junior associate professor,
Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies, Kyoto
University.

Introduction to Mahidol University

Mahidol University is a multi-disciplinary and research-led institution
with expertise in a wide range of subjects including science,
medicine and health science, veterinary science, engineering, arts and
humanities, social sciences, business, music, languages and culture.
Mahidol University is committed to contributing to social well-being
and creating innovation. A strong emphasis is placed on research
collaboration with both the public and private sectors, as well as with
international institutions and agencies. Mahidol University continues
to excel and dedicate itself to developing innovative solutions to
some of Thailand’s and the world’s most important challenges, and
aims to live up to its motto of becoming the “Wisdom of the Land”.
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Civil and Environmental Engineering Department, Faculty of
Engineering

The Faculty of Engineering aims to address real applications for real
industries based on the country’s requirements and the readiness and
diversity of faculty members, research, and university resources.
Therefore, interdisciplinary research is the key to our success in
reaching world-class levels of engineering. The Department of Civil
and Environmental Engineering’s mission is to produce graduates
who not only possess technical knowledge and skills in both civil
and environmental engineering fields but also show initiative and are
able to communicate and transfer their knowledge and technology to
other people and professionals in a clear and articulate manner.
Mahidol University faculty and students in the Graduate Program
in Environmental and Water Resources Engineering conduct
research on topics such as Water Innovation and Emerging
Contaminants; Eco-Efficient Engineering; Hazardous and Solid
Waste Engineering; Natural Treatment Technology; Renewable
Energy and Green Material Engineering; Disaster Engineering and
Management; Climate change and Water Resources Engineering;
GIS and Remote Sensing. We aim to create new knowledge, develop
innovative solutions to global environmental problems, and work
collaboratively to advance the current state of knowledge and make
meaningful contributions to our environment.

Opening Ceremony of the Kyoto University Fartnership Office
at Mahido! University on Jan 11, 2016(upper) and
Handaover Ceremony of Kyoto University Cross Appointment
Letter fiom Prof Fujii to Dr: Suwanna (lower),
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Collaboration with Kyoto University in environmental field
research and education

Important milestones and main achievements

2007-2009: Starting Point: Cooperation started with a single
collaborative project entitled “Cooperative Research for Establishing
PFOS and PFOA Measurement Techniques for Industrial
Wastewater” during 2007-2009, led by Prof. Shigeo Fujii, Dr. Shuhei
Tanaka (Kyoto University) and Dr. Suwanna Kitpati Boontanon
(Mahidol University). The outputs and outcomes from this
collaborative project were very significant for Mahidol University
and for Thailand as a whole because the advanced analytical
techniques adopted were then used to set up an advanced laboratory
- the first laboratory in Thailand that could measure micropollutants.
More than 8 important journal papers and 15 conference proceedings
were derived from this project. Since then, collaboration has
expanded from the researcher level to the faculty level.

September 2007—Present: MOU: The Faculty of Engineering,
Mahidol University, and the Graduate School of Global
Environmental Studies (GSGES), Kyoto University, first signed an
agreement on education and research collaboration in 2007. This
partnership, which focuses on student exchanges, cross faculty
appointments, joint research collaboration and meetings, as well as
the development of partnership offices, has become one of our most
active programs to date.

2009-2012: Research collaboration: Another collaborative project
entitled “Sanitation Constraints Classification and Alternatives
Evaluation for Asian Cities (SaniCon-Asia)” was carried out from
2009-2012. The outputs and outcomes from this project included
the establishment of a research network among institutions in Asia,
international workshops, and joint research publications.
2007-Present: Student exchange program: More than 15 student
exchanges have been carried out between GSGES, Kyoto University,
and the civil and environmental engineering department of Mahidol
University. Participating in these exchange programs is an excellent
opportunity for students not only to expand their knowledge base but
also experience new cultures and further develop their cross-cultural
sensibilities.

January 11, 2016: Partnership Office and Cross-appointment
Faculty: The opening ceremony for the Kyoto University
Partnership Office in Mahidol University which was held on January
11, 2016, marks another significant milestone in our relationship
and demonstrates the strong links between Kyoto and Mahidol
Universities. Based on this new collaboration, Assistant Dr. Suwanna
Kitpati Boontanon from Mahidol University has now been officially
appointed as a cross-appointment faculty member of Kyoto
University’s Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies. We
now aim to launch a double master’s degree between the Faculty
of Engineering at Mahidol University and the Graduate School of
Global Environmental Studies at Kyoto University in 2017.

In summary
Mahidol University would like to thank Kyoto University for all
its cooperation. We strongly believe that continued collaboration
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between Mahidol University, Thailand, and Kyoto University in
Japan will be of great benefit in allowing our students and staff to
serve their communities better and support sustainable development
- not only in Thailand but also across the entire region.

Dispatches from researchers of the JSPS Future Earth
program (8).
By Hidenori Harada, assistant professor, GSGES.

Thanks to the International Network-hub for Future Earth: Research
for Global Sustainability (an initiative funded by the JSPS), I was
given the opportunity to become a visiting professor at EAWAG
(the Swiss Federal Institute of Aquatic Science and Technology) for
13 months from November 2015 to November 2016. EAWAG is
a federal institute within the Swiss Federal Institute of Technology
(ETH). I worked in one of its departments called SANDEC (the
Department of Sanitation, Water and Solid Waste for Development).
My host was Dr. Linda Strande, a leading researcher in faecal sludge
management (FSM). At EAWAG, I collaborated with Dr. Strande
in examining FSM in Asia and Africa where faecal sludge is often
improperly disposed of or not managed safely. I also carried out a
faecal microbial risk study in a small community in Vietnam together
with Dr. Tim Julian, the group leader of Pathogens and Human
Health at the Environmental Microbiology Department of EAWAG.
I was fascinated with the working environment at SANDEC.
Researchers from different backgrounds such as engineering,
chemistry, microbiology, architecture, economics and psychology
all work together to resolve sanitation, water, and solid waste issues
in developing countries. Also, SANDEC regularly accommodates
many researchers and interns from various countries such as Uganda,
Tanzania, Senegal, Vietnam, Nepal, Indonesia, India and Bolivia.
My officemates were also multinational, including researchers
from Switzerland, Germany, Italy, Uganda and Indonesia. I
think SANDEC is an ideal place to meet leading researchers and
practitioners from all over the world and to broaden one’s network of
contacts.

I also liked the working style at SANDEC. People there were very
free and open-minded. Every day, researchers would chat over
coffee and during lunch or other breaks. Their approach to project
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Group photo at Sandec's retreat
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management was also very progressive. Frequent active and open
discussions ensured that many different researchers contributed
to the way in which a research project was oriented, planned and
implemented. The responsibilities of researchers were also clearly
differentiated and defined so that every project was implemented
effectively.

Along with my research activities, I really enjoyed my time in
Switzerland. The natural environment there, especially the Swiss
mountains and glaciers, are beyond description and I often enjoyed
hiking and mountaineering! Switzerland also has great cheeses and
wines which are, by themselves, enough to motivate me to come
back again. The Swiss towns and the countryside are both beautiful,
and the people there are very friendly.

After returning to Kyoto, I started two small collaborative research
projects on the topic of FSM and faecal microbial health risks in
Japan and Vietnam. I am now trying to get funds to expand these
research projects. I believe that the time I spent in Switzerland has
enriched my research capabilities, which in turn will contribute to
the advancement of education and research at GSGES. Finally, I
would like to extend my sincerest gratitude to Dr. Linda Strande and
all my friends at EAWAG, and to Prof. Shigeo Fujii and Assoc. Prof.
Shuhei Tanaka of GSGES, who let me stay at that fantastic place for
13 months.

Dispatches from researchers of the JSPS Future Earth
program (9): Thoughts about the future in San Diego.
By Atsushi Takai, assistant professor, GSGES.

I spent one year in San Diego, in the United States. After various
twists and turns, I decided to leave for the U.S. without my family —
my wife and two sons. This meant that I could concentrate fully on
my research there, while still missing my family, of course.

Prof. John S. McCartney, my host professor at the University of
California, San Diego, allowed me to join his research group from

(Upper lef}) Professor McCartney's research group;
(Lower leff) a field-scale test site for underground thermal
energy storage;

Rjeht) Facific Ocean in fiont of the UC San Diego campus.
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December 31, 2014. Professor McCartney is still very young but is a
prominent and well-known researcher in the field of civil engineering
- not only in the U.S. but around the world. When deciding which
institution to stay at for a year, I took account of future growth as
well as current research themes. Prof. McCartney was the best choice
because we belong to the same generation and more collaboration
in research and education could be expected in the future. I also had
the good fortune to meet him during a workshop held in Kyoto some
years ago, so I had no hesitation in asking him about my stay. His
research covers a lot of fields related to geotechnical engineering but,
these days, he is mainly focused on the thermal response of soils and
structures found in various geotechnical systems. I got interested in
these themes because they are close to, but slightly different from,
my own research topics related to geoenvironmental issues in Japan.
Actually, Professor McCartney moved to UC San Diego from
another university at almost the same time I arrived. Thus, it was
a very good opportunity to work with him and his colleagues to
create a new research environment. As part of my research there |
had to build testing systems from scratch in order to examine the
mechanical behavior of soils at high temperature. This experience
helped me understand how things get done in the U.S. (and to
appreciate, in most situations, how slowly things tend to move). |
was also able to see how effectively not only Professor McCartney
but also most professors in the U.S. really work. Their productivity
is very high and they never “fetch water in a sieve”. They have
meetings sometimes, but still have time to talk with students about
progress. One reason for this is that online meetings are more
common in the U.S. than in Japan — even governmental meetings. |
believe that Japan should promote the installation of ICT techniques
to improve both work efficiency and participants’ work-life balance.
I also discovered that the U.S. really is a melting pot with many
different cultures. I worked with other students from Libya, Turkey,
South Korea, China, and Brazil, which helped me widen my
perspectives about international activities.

Globalization and the strengthening of competitiveness must,
therefore, be key considerations for Japanese universities. My next
mission is to channel my experience in the U.S. and contribute to the
growth of the university and society.

Dispatches from researchers of the JSPS Future Earth
program (10, final): Study life on Tsunami in Hawaii.
By Yoshihiro Okumura, assistant professor, GSGES.

I have been in Hawaii for one year as a researcher in the JSPS Future
Earth Program. Hawaii is one of the most important states in the U.S.
for tsunami disaster reduction research and I greatly valued my time
spent studying there. I am sure this will lead to future international
research and education activities. I would like to express my
appreciation to Prof. H. Ronald Riggs at the University of Hawaii
and all the faculty members of GSGES for their kind support.

AL, NIRRT NIGE S ST IS RS
TS LOYGEMEEE LT, KENTAMNCHB/NTA
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FProf Rjggs and the author in the office
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BH154 /Announcement

“Guidance schedule for new students”, “Orientation
for the current students”, and “Welcome Party for new
students” (April 6, 2016).
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Seeking Articles for Sansai Newsletter
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To contribute to Sansai Newsletter No. 14, please email
ges-sansai@ges.kyoto-u.ac.jp
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