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1st Global Sansai Gakurin Konwakai (July 26, 2017)

By Makoto Usami, Professor, GSGES

The first Global Sansai Gakurin Konwakai for
Academic Year 2017 took place on July 26, 2017. In
this academic year, research and educational activities
of some laboratories in the GSGES are to be
presented and discussed in Konwakai meetings. The
first meeting focused on the Laboratory of Resource
Recycling Science. It opened with a presentation by
Professor Masaki Takaoka in which he outlined the
laboratory’s research agenda and achievements. Next,
Dr. Kazuyuki Oshita, an associate professor in the
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laboratory, talked about his study on sewage sludge
and its incineration. The final speaker was Dr.
Takashi Fujimori, an assistant professor in the
laboratory, who described his research on heavy
metal pollution caused by the recycling of electrical
machinery. The meeting concluded with a free
discussion session, in which participants actively
exchanged views.
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29th Global Environmental Forum “Scent of fermentation and

taste of fungi” (October 21, 2017)
By Naoki Okada, Associate Professor, GSGES

The 29th Global Environmental Forum considered
environment through the lenses of food and
microorganisms. Three lecturers, Professor Yoshiyuki
Tatsumi  (Graduate School of Science, Kobe
University), Dr. Michinori Hashimoto (Lake Biwa
Museum) and |, dealt with washoku (Japanese
cuisine), funazushi (salted and fermented crusian
carp) and mushrooms, respectively.

After giving a brief explanation of the theme of the
29th Forum, | described the role of fungi in forests.
Most land plants have developed symbiotic
relationships with fungi, some of which produce
edible fruit bodies — so-called “mushrooms.”
Matsutake is one such mushroom, production of
which has been decreasing since the early 1960s. This
decrease is attributable to changes of the satoyama
environment, which were brought about by the shift
from wood to fossil fuels as energy sources.

Prof. Tatsumi emphasized the importance of geology
in washoku. Water quality, in particular, determines

the taste of dashi (soup stock), which is the basic
ingredient in washoku and nihonshu. He explained
that bedrock influences mineral content in drinking
water, which, when used in cooking and industrial
food processing, affects the taste of food. And, he
highlighted the benefits of Japan’s geological setting
on the one hand whilst noting the risks associated
with disasters, earthquakes and volcanic eruptions.

Dr. Hashimoto explained the process of making
funazushi in historical and regional contexts. He
showed that, based on a survey of ancient documents,
there were various types of funazushi-making in the
past. Similar variations can be widely observed today
in the area around Lake Biwa, probably because of
differences in local environments. Dr. Hashimoto
referred to the possibility of developing funazushi
studies to aid in reconstruction of regional

environmental history.
Despite heavy rain, 67 persons participated and
enjoyed the talks on food.
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and Research Collaboration Seminar between

Kyoto University and Mahidol University (January 8, 2018)

By Shigeo Fujii, Professor, GSGES

On January 8, 2018, an Educational and Research
Collaboration Seminar jointly organized by Kyoto
University and Mahidol University was held on the
Salaya Campus, Mahidol University, Thailand. There
are several student exchange programs between both
universities, and we expect 10 Mahidol students in 5
programs to come to Kyoto University. The seminar
started with an opening address by Dr. Wasaporn
Techapeeraparnich, the chair of Civil and
Environmental Department, followed by Prof. Fujii’s
introduction of GSGES and its collaborative
education activities between both universities.
Several students who studied in Kyoto University
presented their study and life experiences in Kyoto
University. After the seminar, group photos of all
participants were taken, and a small tea party was
conducted to deepen their friendship.
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2nd Global Sansai Gakurin Konwakai (January 10, 2018)

By Makoto Usami, Professor, GSGES

The second Global Sansai Gakurin Konwakai for
Academic Year 2017 took place on January 10, 2018.
In this academic year, research and educational
activities of some laboratories in the GSGES are to be
presented and discussed in Konwakai meetings. The
second meeting focused on the Laboratory of
Landscape Ecology and Planning. Professor Shozo
Shibata opened the meeting with a summary of all of
the research topics being studied in the laboratory
before turning to a detailed description of his own
study on bamboo. His presentation was followed by a
free discussion session in which participants actively
exchanged opinions.

ek 29 AEEE D 2 [B = FAMEREES S, 1A
10 HiChfEsnE Lz, BEESE, £HEMA~L
ML SN B e BREERERE B OR D2 X =
==y a ERETHEOICEESE SN T
WD RN IR S T3, Rk 29 L, HIERER
BErpat « LA DERMIERITEBIT HIFE - BETER)
ZNERIRY B C, BRARHZITS Z &2 ->T
WET, 2B, SEARRERD T TONF
e« BB Z TR WEEE £ L,

SEM B SRS, PRI D & £ S
nT—~rEBBlIn%, AOREFERMEEN
TE M T D0 9E 2 SERNCIR N S Lz,
ZDOREEZITT, BINENLEERERBAH S
, ERpdEmMTbhE L,

International Conference on Urban Disaster Resilience held in

Yangon (January 16-17, 2018)
By Kenji Okazaki, Professor, GSGES

An international conference was held in Yangon on
January 16-17, 2018 to mark the culmination of the
three-year-long United Nations University (UNU)
funded Grant for Global Sustainability (GGS) Project
in Myanmar and Nepal, entitled “Enhancement of
urban disaster resilience through activities of local
participatory platform.” The two-day conference was
co-organized by Yangon City Development
Committee  (YCDC), Yangon  Technological
University (YTU), Myanmar Engineering Society

(MES), and the Graduate School of Global
Environmental  Studies (GSGES) of Kyoto
University.

On Day 1, representatives from Myanmar and Nepal
presented the outcomes of their local platform
activities and joint research activities to the 200
attendees at Yangon City Hall. Highlights included
presentation of the urban resilience action plans for
the two pilot wards in Yangon, an open forum on how
to move forward with action plan implementation,
and a choreographed presentation by high school
students illustrating the disaster risk management
cycle. Posters showing the outputs of different
workshops held over the last two years were
displayed at the venue. The event was attended by
Mayor Maung Maung Soe of Yangon and Mayor
Chiri Babu Maharjan of Lalitpur and was covered by
six local media organizations.

On Day 2, a research symposium attended by 90
experts, practitioners, graduate students, ward-level
stakeholders, and government officers was held at the
MES Building. Representatives of the various joint
research teams gave detailed presentations on their
findings and recommendations. Prof. Kenji Okazaki,

Published by Sansai Gakurin, Kyoto University Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies

Prof. Makoto Usami, Dr. Glenn Fernandez (GGS
Project researcher), Dr. Koichi Shiwaku (former
GSGES researcher), presented the outcomes of the
joint research. Experts representing the local
counterpart also presented on their research activities.
Concluding the conference, Prof. Okazaki, as the
GGS Project Leader, expressed his gratitude to all
participants for their commitment and hard work over
the last three years.

Additional details of the conference and of the GGS
Project  activities can  be  accessed  at

https://ggsurbanresilience.org
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Phoebe Grace J. Saculsan Receives “Best Presentation” Prize

at 4th International

Conference on

Environment and

Renewable Energy (February 26, 2018)

By Akihisa Mori, Associate Professor, GSGES

Ms. Phoebe Grace J. Saculsan, a Master’s student,
was awarded the Best Presentation prize for her
presentation entitled “Risks and barriers to renewable
energy development within an energy transition
management  framework” at the 2018 4th
International Conference on Environment and
Renewable Energy (ICERE 2018) in Da Nang,
Vietnam on February 26, 2018.
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Housing: Resilience

Perspective” held at ITB, Indonesia (February 28, 2018)

By Kenji Okazaki, Professor, GSGES

A one-day Seminar titled “Post-disaster Housing:
Resilience Perspective” was held at Auditorium
Graha Wiksa Praniti in Bandung, Indonesia on 28
February 2018. It was co-sponsored by GSGES,
Kyoto University and the Institute of Technology of
Bandung (ITB). The seminar was organized to
discuss the final research outcomes of the three-year
project (2015-2017) , entitled “Long-term changes of
reconstructed houses and people’s disaster risk
perceptions following disasters in Aceh, Yogyakarta,
and Padang,” which was funded by a JSPS
KAKENHI (Grant-in-Aid for Scientific Research)
from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports,
Science and Technology (MEXT), Japan.

A representative of the Director General of Housing
Provision of the Ministry of Public Works and
Housing inaugurated the event. The three sessions
included presentations by both the Japanese and the
Indonesian teams. Both research teams presented
their findings and recommendations: From GSGES,
Prof. Okazaki, Associate Prof. Singer, Assistant Prof.
Ochiai and Nafesa; and, from Indonesia, Prof.
Krishna Pribadi (ITB) and Prof. Benny Hidayat
(Andaras University), and students. The seminar was
attended by local government officers, representatives
of NGOs, academicians, and students, and a number
of questions were asked, sparking lively discussion.
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Prof. Okazaki making remarks during the opening
ceremony

Page 5



Sansai Newsletter No. 21

30 March 2018

Panel session led by Associate Prof. Singer, Group photo

Assistant Prof Ochiai and Nafesa
30th Global Environmental Forum “Livelihoods, Living
Conditions, and Health in Vietham — 15 years’ research

experience at GSGES, Kyoto University —” (March 17, 2018)

By Shigeo Fuijii, Professor, GSGES

On March 17, 2018, GSGES hosted the 30th Global

Environmental Forum entitled “Livelihoods, Living

Conditions, and Health in Viethnam—15 years’

research experience at GSGES, Kyoto University—.”

The seminar opened with Prof. Fujii’s introduction of
GSGES’s research and education activities in

Vietnam, which was followed by three presentations

by current and former GSGES members on

Vietnamese livelihoods, living conditions, and health.

Then, Dr. Hoang Hai, a guest speaker from Danang

University, made a presentation on “Urbanization &

Environmental Problems — Danang City Case Study.”
A panel discussion was also held with these

presenters and three other guest panelists from

Vietham. The forum was a success in terms of

demonstrating the important roles played by GSGES

in research and education in Vietnam.
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GSGES Lauds Graduating Students (January / March, 2018)

By Junichi Imanishi, Assistant Professor, GSGES

In January and March 2018, GSGES held two
AY2017 degree conferment ceremonies. One doctoral
student graduated in January and 33 master’s course
students and nine doctoral students graduated in
March. The graduates were understandably proud of
their achievements.

Following the March ceremony, to express their
appreciation, GSGES’s AY2017 graduates threw a

party for faculty and staff members.
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Visitors to GSGES (October 1, 2017-March 31, 2018)

By Shigeo Fuijii, Professor, GSGES

1. Monday, October 2, 2017: from Vietnam Japan
University (Vietnam), hosted by (1a) M. Takaoka
(1b) Atsumi Uekawa (JICA Training Coordinator)
(1c) Nguyen Tuan Khang (Trainee)
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(1d) Dinh Thi To Uyen (Trainee)
(1e) Nguyen Ghi Ngoc (Trainee)
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L) 4. Monday, December 18, 2017: from Life Science
3 = School, Khulna University (Bangladesh), hosted

by (4a) S. Fujii and (4b) S. Funakawa and (4c) H.

Harada

(4d) Dr. Md. Nazmul Ahsan (Professor)

(L-R: 1c, 1d, 1a, 1c, 1b)

2. Tuesday, November 28, 2017: from Center for i
Regional System  Analysis, Planning and (L-R: 4a, 4b, 4d, 4c)
Development, Faculty of Agriculture, Bogor
Agricultural University (Indonesia), hosted by 5. Friday, March 16, 2018: from Vietnam, hosted by

(2a) T. Katsumi, (2b) S. Fujii and (2¢) H. Harada (5a) S. Fujii, (5b) Saizen, and (5¢) M. Tokito
(2d) Andrea Emma Pravitsari (Researcher) (DC3 student)

(2e) Nurhayati H.S. Arifin (Vice Dean of (5d) Tran Thanh Duc, Hue University of
Academic and Student Affairs) Agriculture and Forestry (Deputy Head of

Undergraduate Department)

(5e) Le Van An, Hue University of Agriculture and
Forestry (Rector)

(5f) Hoang Hai, Danang University (Director of
Department of International Cooperation)

(5g9) Pham Nguyet Anh, Thuyloi University
(Lecturer)

(L-R: 2b, 2e, 2a, 2d, 2¢)

3. Tuesday, November 28, 2017: from Escuela de
Ciencias Socialesy Gobierno, Tecnologico de
Monterrey (Mexico), hosted by (3a) M. Usami
and (3b) R. Kikuchi
(3c) Paulina Campos Villasenor (Decana (L-R: 5d, 5a, 5e 5b, 5f. 5c¢, 5g)
Academicay de Desarrollo de la Facultand)

(L-R: 3b, 3c, 3a)
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