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The 37th Global Environmental Forum: The Paris Agreement
on Climate Change and Energy Transitions in China and Japan

(October 24, 2020)
By Akihisa Mori, Associate Professor, GSGES

On Oct 24, 2020, GSGES hosted the 37th
Global Environmental Forum entitled “The
Paris Agreement on Climate Change and Energy
Transitions in China and Japan.” Focusing on
energy implications of global climate agreements,
speakers addressed recent developments and the
deployment of solar photovoltaic technology by
Chinese companies and its impacts on energy
transitions in China and Japan.
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Global Environmental Forum online
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38th Global Environmental Forum Presentation:
“Interdisciplinary Development in Studies on Frogs, Snakes,

and Turtles”
(January 30, 2021)
By Kanto Nishikawa, Associate Professor, GSGES

The 38th Global Environmental Forum was held
on January 30, 2021, entitled “Interdisciplinary
development in studies on frogs, snakes, and
turtles”. The forum was attended by a total of 140
participants who attended online.

A total of three lectures were given, by Dr.
Ikkyu Aihara (Associate Professor, Graduate
School of Systems and Information Engineering,
University of Tsukuba), Dr. Ayako Iwatani
(Associate Professor, Graduate School of Human
and Environmental Studies, Kyoto University), and
Dr. Tsutomu Hikida (Emeritus Professor, Kyoto
University). First, Dr. Aihara introduced a series
of his studies on frog choruses and behaviors,
especially focused on autonomous motion controls
of frogs. He took an interdisciplinary approach in
these studies including informatics and biology.
Second, Dr. Iwatani showed her comprehensive
work on traditional Indian culture of snake shows,
which have undergone significant transformations
in method and style recently. She expressed great
concern about the recent dissociation between
wild animals and humans induced by wildlife
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Online presentation at Global Environmental Forum

conservation acts. Lastly, Dr. Hikida gave some
examples of interdisciplinary research on estimating
the original source of introduced turtles to Japan.
He clearly indicated that not only biology but also
social science approaches can contribute to such
research.

After the lectures, I, as the organizer, gave a
summary of all three lectures in the context of
the interdisciplinarity, and moderated the group
discussion, which included a Q&A session. Many
questions were addessed and participants and
audience actively exchanged knowledge and

experiences in this session.
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Online presentation at Global Environmental Forum

Activity Report on Environmental Management Seminar B

(under COVID-19 situation)
(March, 2021)
By Shota Sakaguchi, Assistant Professor, GSGES
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The field study took place in mid-September
2020 as part of the environmental management
seminar B, aiming to have master’s course students
learn about ecosystems and landscapes, as well as
practice field investigation methods. This year, the
spread of COVID-19 did not allow us to hold the
training camp in the Tango Region. Yet, all field
surveys on the topics of the river, soil, biodiversity,
forest, atmosphere, and local community were
carried out successfully in the Kyoto City region.
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Report on the Internship Program

(March, 2021)
By Hirohisa Takano, Professor, GSGES

The internship program in 2020 was unusually
scheduled due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Thirty-
five students conducted domestic internship
programs for a short or long period, whereas only
five students went abroad. Internships at Kyoto
University and remote placements (online) were
also accepted.
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ELCAS Report: SDGs learned and deepened online with high

school students
(March 22, 2021)
By Misuzu Asari, Associate Professor, GSGES

KU has been conducting the program "ELCAS",
which is the hands-on experience study program
for high school students. As a part of this program,
our EEL lab held online seminars “SDGs / A
sustainable lifestyle -Discussion and Research
with Manga” (October to December in 2020 for a
total of 4 times). It aimed at students acquiring the
basic knowledge of SDGs / sustainable living, and
taking actions on a daily basis by making use of the
Japanese manga "Sazae san".
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCIgNiTfcQw11ZO8R0Z7_dXg

The 39th Global Environmental Forum: Green infrastructure
and living landscape of Kyoto's waterscape

(May 29, 2021)
By Katsue Fukamachii, Associate Professor, GSGES

On May 29, 2021, GSGES hosted the 39th
Global Environmental Forum entitled “Green
infrastructure and living landscape of Kyoto's
waterscape”. We discussed how to apply the
concept of "Green Infrastructure" (GI) to the
development and management of waterscape areas
in the historical city of Kyoto, and how this could
lead to the inheritance and creation of a "living
landscape".
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Online presentation at Global Environmental Forum

The 40th Global Environmental Forum: Discussing the Nature
of Grassroots International Cooperation - Examples from

Africa and the Pacific
(November 21, 2021)
By Misuzu Asari, Associate Professor, GSGES

On Nov 21, 2021, GSGES hosted the 40th
Global Environment Forum online as a Zoom
webinar. A total of 76 people participated in the
event. Three speakers introduced examples of JICA
grassroots projects that are currently gathering
attention. Research outcomes, as well as future
initiatives to solve environmental problems,
were discussed and questions from the audience
addressed.
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Invitation to 40th Global Environmental ForumForum

Awards Given to GSGES Members

Thirteen members of GSGES have received
rewards between Oct 2020 and Nov 2021:

Nov 19, 2020: Tomohiro Tanaka (Assistant
Professor, GSGES); Reiwa 2nd Year Hydraulic
Engineering Paper Encouragement Award.

Dec. 11, 2020: Kiyoshi Yukioka (Post-doctoral
Fellow, GSGES); The excellent poster award, and
Mayu Tsurumi (Master Student, GSGES); the
Environmental Technology / Project Award. At the
57th Environmental Engineering Research Forum.

Feb 4, 2021: Hirohisa Takano (Professor, GSGES);
The Toyama Tsubakiyoshi Memorial 7th Food and
Environment Science Award.

Mar 11, 2021: Mitsuhiko Aoyama (Doctoral
Student, GSGES); The 2020 Encouragement Award
at the International Society for Public Economics.

Published by Sansai Gakurin, Kyoto University Graduate School of Global Environmental Studies

Mar 29, 2021: Akihisa Mori (Associate Professor,
GSGES); The Best Reviewer Award from an
English academic journal.

Apr 5, 2021: Mami Tani and Hiroki Kataoka
(Master Students, GSGES); The 55th Japan Society
on Water Environment / Annual Meeting Excellent
Presentation Award (Kurita Award).

Apr 12, 2021: Yu Tokunaga (Associate Professor,
GSGES); W. Turrentine Jackson (Article) Prize
of the Pacific Coast Branch, American Historical
Association.

May 11, 2021: Mayu Narita (Master Program

Graduate, GSGES); 2020 Best paper Award from
The City Planning Institute of Japan.
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May 28, 2021: Yu Tokunaga (Associate Professor,
GSGES); The Louis Knott Koontz Memorial Award
of the Pacific Coast Branch, American Historical
Association

Jun 10, 2021: Misuzu Asari (Associate Professor,
GSGES); Waste Resource Recycling Society /
Chairman's Commendation

Jun 23, 2021: Satoshi Hoshino (Professor, GSGES);
Kyoto Prefectural Administrative Committee / 2
Achievement commendation

Jul 2, 2021: Tsai Sung Lung (Doctoral Student,
GSGES); Excellent Student Paper Award at 2020
Disaster Management Conference of Taiwan

Jul 16, 2021: Takeshi Katsumi (Professor, GSGES);
2020 Annual Japanese Geotechnical Society Paper
Award

Aug 20, 2021: Yu Tokunaga (Associate Professor,
GSGES); Pacific Coast Branch of American
Historical Association Congratulates First Double
Award Winner

Aug 25, 2021: Hikari Naito (Master Student,
GSGES); Research and Practice Encouragement
Award from Japan Society for Environmental
Education

Sep 13, 2021: Tsai Sung Lung (Doctoral Student,
GSGES); Best Paper Presentation Award at
International conference (ICAPPS 2021)

Oct 15, 2021: Tomohiro Tanaka (Assistant
Professor, GSGES); Hydrology and Water
Resources Society / Japan Society for Hydrological
Sciences 2021 Research Presentation Award
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5. Certlﬁcate of commendatlon
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The Editors and the { i ack
Akihisa Mori

Prof. Benjamin K. Sovacool, Editor-in-Chief

6. Certificate of commendation
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SANSAI Newsletter is accessible on GSGES

http://www2.ges.kyoto-u.ac.jp/activities/

publicity/sansai-newsletter
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